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I N the production of Our Firm Foun-
dation magazine we have recognized
and accepted the responsibility of

the calling to be watchmen upon the
walls of Zion. However, after almost
eleven years of work, it seems that the
darkness is becoming deeper. The watch-
men must gather strength and courage
from this increasing rchell ion and con-
tinue sounding an alarm when danger
approaches.

"Christ sees the wickedness on the
earth today. He sees that the sins of
Noah's and Lot's time are being repeat-
cd. What terrible revelations of crime
are being made! Everything seems to be
stirred with an intense activity from
beneath. Excitement is continually kept
up. Feasting, buying, and selling, are
brought into the churches. The watch-
man cries, 'The morning cometh, and
also the nigh!,' The night symbolizes
prevalence of error, misinterpretation
and misapplication of Scril'.ture. Ev-
ery species of delusion is now being
brought in. The plainest truths of God's
Word are covered with a mass of man-
made theories. Deadly errors are pre-
sented as the truth to which all must
bow. The simplicity of true godliness is
buried beneath tradition." Review and
Herald, March 16, 1897.

A new challenge is now confronting
those in Zion who arc sighing and crying
for the abominations that arc done with-
in the church. The very message which
this movement was raised up to pro-
claim is now being fulfilled as the world
wonders after the pope. The Christian
Coalition is winning unprecedented pow-
er in the political world. The media is
flooding the populace with information
designed to prepare them for spiritualis-
tic delusions and, ultimately, Sunday
legislation. The watchmen now must be
willing to raise an alarm identifying the
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growing apostasy outside of the church-
as well as within. To willingly neglect
this duty is to prove unfaithful.
"If the leading men in our conferenc-

es do not now accept the message sent
them by God, and fall into line for
action, the churches will suffer great
loss. When the watchman, seeing the
sword coming, gives the trumpet a cer-
tain sound, the people along the line will
echo the warning, and all will have
opportunity to make ready for the con-
flict. But too often the leader has stood
hesitating, seeming to say: 'Let us not be
in too great haste. There may be a
mistake. We must be careful not to raise
a false alarm.' The very hesitancy and
uncertainty on his part is crying: . "Peace
and safety." Do not get excited. Be not
alarmed. There is a great deal more
made of this religious amendment ques-
tion than is demanded. This agitation
will all die down.' Thus he virtually
denies the message sent from God, and
the warning which was designed to stir
the churches fails to do its work. The
trumpet of the watchman gives no cer-
tain sound, and the people do not pre-
pare for the battle. Let the watchman
beware lest, through his hesitancy and
delay, souls shall be left to perish, and
their blood shall be required at his hand.

"We have been looking many years
for a Sunday law to be enacted in our

and, now that the movement is
right upon us, we ask: Wi II our people
do their duty in the matter? Can we not
assist in lifting the standard and in call-
ing to the front those who have a regard
for their religious rights and privileges?
The time is fast approaching when those
who choose to obey God rather than
man will be made to feel the hand of
oppression. Shall we then dishonor God
by keeping silent while His Holy Com-
mandments are trodden underfoot?

"While the Protestant world is by her
attitude making concessions to Rome,
let us arouse to comprehend the situa-
tion and view the contest before us in its
true bearings. Let the watchmen now lift

up their voice and give the message
which is present truth for this time. Let
us show the people where we are in
prophetic history and seek to arouse the
spirit of true Protestantism, awaking the
world to a sense of the value of the
privileges of religious liberty so long
enjoyed.

"God calls upon us to awake, for the
end is near. Every passing hour is one of
activity in the heavenly courts to make
ready a people upon the earth to act a
part in the great scenes that are soon to
open upon us. These passing moments,
that seem of so little value to us, are
weighty with eternal interests. They are
molding the destiny of souls for ever-
lasting life or eternal death. The words
we utter today in the ears of the people,
the works we are doing, the spirit of the
message we are bearing, will be a savor
of life unto life or of death unto death.

"My brethren, do you realize that your
own salvation, as well as the destiny of
other souls, depends upon the preparation
you now make for the trial before us? Have
you that intensity of zeal, that piety and
devotion, which will enable you to stand
when opposition shall be brought against
you? If God has ever spoken by me, the
time will corne when you wi II be brought
before councils, and every position of truth
which you hold will be severely criticized.
The time that so many are now allowing to
go to waste should be devoted to the charge
that God has given us of preparing for the
approaching crisis." Testimonies, vol. 5,
715-717.

Brethren, this is the very hour for
which we have been called individually
and as a movement to meet earth's fmal
crisis. The time is here to arise and shine by
putting away our sins through the power of
Christ. This is the day to awaken and sound
the fmal warning to a world which is
presently being swept away with Satan's
final deceptions. May the Lord grant us the
wisdom to look up, for certainly redemp-
tion is drawing nigh. 0

Jeff Pippenger, ASSOCIATE EDITOR
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Ethe first two anicles of this series
we presented evidence which demon-
trates that God has counseled us to

understand history. In past ages, God's
people have been destroyed because of a
lack of knowledge.

"My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge; becausc thou hast rejected
knowledge, 1 will also reject thee, that
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou
hast forgotten the law of thy God, 1 will
also forget thy children." Hosea 4;6.

At least part of the knowledge which
will protect us as we approach these fmal
hours of earth's history, is a knowledge of
the past. In the second article we focused on
the history which transpired during the ftrst
and second angels' messages of 1843-44.
We identifted this experience as preftguring
the final revival of the latter rain.

In this article we will look at a time in
history which has also been identified as
necessary forourunderstanding.This history is
directly associated with the primary focus of
ourstudy-the final six verses ofDaniel II. In
preparation for this article, we closed the
previous article with the following passage;

"We have no time to lose. Troublous
times are before us. The world is stirred with
the spirit of war. Soon the scenes of trouble
spoken of in the prophecies will take place.
The prophecy in the eleventh chapter of
Daniel has nearly reached its complete
fulftllment. Much of the history that has
taken place in fulfillment of this proph-
ecy will be repeated. In the thirtieth verse a
power is spoken of that 'shall be grieved.'
[Daniell 1;30-36 quoted.]
"Scenes similar to those described in

these words will take place. We see evi-

dence that Satan is fast obtaining the control
of human minds who have not the fear of
God before them. Let all read and under-
stand the prophecies of this book, for we
are now entering upon the time of trouble
spoken of; [Daniel 12;1-4 quoted.]"Manu-
script Releases, vol. 13, 394. All emphasis
supplied unless otherwise stated.

SisterWhite identifies the historical fuIfiIJ-
ment of Daniel 11 as something which we
should expect to see repeated as the "complete
fulfillment" of Daniel 11 unfolds. She espe-
cially highlights Daniel 11;30-36.

The pioneers and SisterWhite understood
that Daniel II was fulfilJed from verse I
through the ftrst phrase of verse 40, which
brings us up to 1798-"the time of the end.'
Therefore, when Sister White speaks of the
complete fulfillment of Daniel II, she is
speaking of verses 40-45. Directing us to
"scenes"and "history" whichwill be repeated,
she isolates the history of these verses further
by quoting Daniel 12; 1-4. SisterWhite clearly
recognized the standing up of Michael in
Daniel 12; I as being the close of probation.
Thecomplete fulfillment ofverses 40-45 takes
us from 1798 to the battle of Armageddon.
Dwing the events described in these verses,
Michael stands up, closingHismeditorial work
and human probation;

" 'And at that time shall Michael stand up,
the great prince which standeth for the children
of thy people; and there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation even to that same time; and at that time
thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found wrinen in the book.' Dartiel
12; I. When this time of trouble comes, every
case is decided; there is no longer probation, no
longermercy forthe impenitent. Thesealofthe
living God is upon His people. This small
remnant, unable to defend themselves in the
deadlyconffiet with thepowersofearth that are
marshaled by the dragon host,makeGod their
defense. The decree has been passed by the
highestearthIy authority that they shallworship
the beast and receive his mark under pain of
persecution and death. May God help His
people now, forwhat can they thendo in such a
fearful conftiet without His assistance!" Testi-
monies, vol. 5,212-213.

It is within the time frame from 1798 to
beyond the close of probation that we
should expect to see repeated "scenes simi-
lar" and "much of the history" prophesied to
take place in Daniel 11, especially the
scenes and history associated with Daniel
11 :30-36. Let us briefly review the histori-
cal fulftllment of Daniel 11;

The vision of Dartiel 11 begins with the
kingdom of Medo-Persia being defeated by
Alexander the Great. In verse four we see

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!IJeif Pippenger I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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By comparing recorded history with the
testimony of Daniel 11, historians and

pioneers discovered that the king of the north
was the kingdom which controlled the
geographical area of Babylon.

Alexander's kingdom divided into four parts
for his four generals. From verse 5 onward,
only two ofhis generals are mentioned. These
two kings were Seleucus and Ptolemy. Their
interaction begins a story of the ongoing
struggle for world dominion recorded through-
out the restofDaniel II. This powerstruggle is
prophetically portrayed as the battle between
the kings of the north and south.

One important point of this story is how
the Scriptures identify the kings of the north
and south. By comparing recorded history
with the testimony of Daniel II, historians
and pioneers discovered thatthe king ofthe
north was the kingdom which controlled
the geographical area of Babylon. They
discovered also that the king of the south
was the kingdom which controlled the
geographical area of Egypt. This prin-
ciple in Daniel 11 brings together the testi-
mony ofScripture with the record of history.
This geographical key is the rule which we
will apply to Daniel II :40-45 as we begin
to identify who are the kings ofthe north and
south. This historical truth is, no doubt, one
of the clues, which the Spirit of Prophecy
intended to direct us to at the time when this
prophecy was to come to its "complete
fulfillment. "

Through the first 13 verses, we fmd
the ebb and flow of history described, as
different kingdoms rose and fell. In verse
14, we see the primary subject of all
Daniel II identified for the first time in
the vision by the phrase, "robbers of thy
people." This verse states that these "rob-
bers," will "establish the vision." Uriah
Smith addresses this phrase in verse 14
with the following observation:

" 'To establish the vision.' The Ro-
mans more than any other people are the
subject of Daniel's prophecy. Their first
interference in the affairs of these king-
doms is here referred to as being the
establishment, or demonstration, of the
truth of the vision which predicted the
existence of such a power." Daniel and
the Revelation, 244.

From this point on, the vision portrays
the history of either pagan or papal Rome.
In verse 20 we find pagan Rome summons
Joseph to pay taxes in Bethlehem. In verse
22 pagan Rome breaks "the prince of the
covenant," by crucifying Christ.

In verse 24 we see pagan Rome's time of
dominion set forth within a biblical time
prophecy. The last phrase of this verse sets
forth 360 years as the time when pagan
Rome would rule the world by the words,
"even for a time." Uriah Smith concurs with
other pioneers and historians on the starting
and ending point for this time prophecy:

"The battle was fought September 2,
31 B.C., at the mouth of the gulf of
Ambracia, near the city of Actium. The
world was at stake....

"This battle doubtless marks the begin-
ning of the 'time' mentioned in verse 24. As
during this 'time,' devices were to be forecast
from the strongbold, or Rome, we should

oonclude that at the end of that period
western supremacy would cease, or such a
change would take place in the empire that that
city would no longer be considered the seat of
government Fmn 31 B.C., a prophetic
'time,' or 360 years, would bring US to A.D.
330. Hence it becomes a noteworthy fact that
the seatofempire was removed from Rome
toConstantinople byConstantine theGreat in
that very year." Ibid., 262-264; see also
Encyclopedia Brirannica, 11th Edition, Vol.
vn, 3, art., "Constantinople."

Pagan Rome's 360 years to rule the world
had its counterpart with papal Rome's 1260-
year time prophecy. More important to our
study though, is that the dominance of pagan
Rome comes to its end just as the verses
especially highligbted by Sister White begin.
Verses 30-36 deal with the history covering
the transition from pagan to papal Rome.
We will find that the scenes and events within
that transition period, parallel the sequence of
events found in verses 40-45. As we begin to
look at verses 30-36, we again refer to Uriah
Smith as he addresses Daniel 11 :29:

"The time appointed is probably the
prophetic time of verse 24, which has been
previously mentioned. It closed, as already
shown, in A.D. 330.... The removal of the
seat of empire to Constantinople was the
signal for the downfall of the empire.
Rome then lost its prestige...."

Continuing, but now dealing with verse
30: "What were the ships of Chittim that
came against this power, and when was this
movement made? ... Carthage.

"Was a naval warfare with Carthage
as a base of operations ever waged against
the Roman Empire? We think of the
terrible onslaught of the Vandals upon
Rome under the fierce Genseric, and

answer easily in the affinnative." Ibid.,
266-267.

Using Daniel II :30-36 as a historical
outline identified by the Spirit of Prophecy,
we note that this past history was a transi-
tion time for Rome. Pagan Rome was about
to leave the scene ofaction as the ruler of the
earth, and papal Rome was about to step

into the vacuum. Daniel 7 addresses this
very same transition:

In Daniel 7:23-24 we find that after
the "fourth kingdom" arises, "another
shall arise." This is a description of the
fall of pagan and the rise of papal Rome.
Ln the prophecy of Daniel 7 we see that
this fifth king "shall subdue three kings,"
as he ascends to power. Genseric, king of
the Vandals, was one of those three kings.

As papal Rome rises to power, three
horns, or three kingdoms, had to be re-
moved to prepare the way. This was in itself
a repetition of history, for as pagan Rome
came into control of the world, it first had to
conquer three areas. In Daniel 8:9 we see
the "little hom," symbolizing pagan Rome
waxing "toward the south, and toward the
east, and toward the pleasant land," thus
illustrating the directions of conquest taken
as Rome brought the world under its con-
trol. We especially note this history, for the
king of the north in Daniel 11 :40-45 would
also subdue three entities, before he took
control of the world.

In Daniel II :30-36 we see that pagan
Rome is waning in power. When threatened
by other powers in the past, Rome pre-
vailed. Not so at this time. As Rome went
out to do battle it was "grieved"-by its
inability to prevail. At this time period the
"three horns," which were waging war
against pagan Rome, were also waging a
theological war against Catholicism.

The Heruli, the Goths, and the Vandals,
symbolized by the three horns, embraced
the Arian faith. During this time period
Justinian declared the bishop of Rome to be
the head of the church, and the corrector
of heretics, in an attempt to restrain the
Arian faith from dominating Catholic doc-
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I n A.D. 508 the powers of Europe began towage war against the "three horns," and by
538 the last of the three horns met defeat, and
the Papacy ascended to the throne of the world.

trines.lustinian's efforts to uphold Catholic
doctrines against the Arian onslaught opened
the door for dle Catholic Church to restrict
certain books which threatened their
manmadedoctrines. This restriction included
the Bible, for they began to teach d,at only
the chureh fathers eould safely read it. This
attack against the Bible was "the indigna-
tion against the holy covenant," and the
appointment of the bishop of Rome to the
head of the church was the '''intelligence

with them that forsake the holy covenant,"
of verse 30.

Verse 31 records dlat "anns shall stand on
his pan." As history 'md prophecy move
forward to the next step in the sequence to set
papal Romeon tlle tllroneofthe world, we find
that Clovis, tlle king of Fmncc, dedicated his
sword and his country to tl,e Papacy. Fronce
became tl,e first Catllolic nation, the first of
seven kingdoms fOWld in Europe to renounce
their pagan beliefs and embrace Catholicism,
and also the first to submit the nation to the
service of dle Papacy. 111is alliance provided
the ways and means to defeat dle three Arian
homs. Prophecy taught that these three homs
would be removed before the Papacy asmmed
authoriry over the world.

Not only did Clovis and the other horns
of Europe bring their finances and arms to
bear against the three horns, they also seized
(took away) their pagan resistance against
Catholicism. This fact is illustrated as they
"take away the daily."

Speaking of the "daily," Sister White
states: "Then I saw in relation to the
'daily' (Daniel 8: 12) that the word 'sacri-
ficc' was supplied by man's wisdom, and
docs not belong to the text, and that the
Lord gave the correct view of it to those
who gave thc judgment hour cry. When
union existed, before 1844, nearly all
were unitcd on the correct view of the
'daily,' but in the confusion since 1844,
other views have been embraced, and
darkness and confusion have followed."
Early Writings, 74-75.

The pioneers viewed the "daily," as
symbolizing the attack against God's truth
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through the forces of paganism. Uriah
Smith describes their understanding:

1110 word sacrifice "should be 'desola-
tion.' 1l1C expr<S'5ion denotes a desolating
power, ofwhich the abominationofdesolation
is but the counterpart, and to which it
succeeds in point of time. It seems clear
theref"" d"'t the 'daily' desolation was
paganism, and the 'abomination of desola-
tion' is the Papacy.... In the ninth chapter,
D-.micl speaksofdesolations and abominations

in the plurdl. More than one abomination,
tllerefore, treads down tl,e church; that is, as far
as the church is concerned, both paganism
and the Papacy are abominations. Btn as
distinguisht>(( from each other, the language
is restricted. One is tl,e 'daily' desolation, and
the other is pre-cmincntly the transgression or
'abomination' ofdcsolatlon.

"How was the 'daily'. or paganism,
taken away? ... The convel"Sion of Clovis
[A.D. 496] is said to have been the occasion
of bestowing upon the French monarch the
tides 'Most Christian Majesty' and 'Eldest
Son of the Church.' Between that time and
A.O. 508, [dle odler homs of Europe] were
brought into subjection.

"From .. A.D. 508, the Papacy was
triumphant so far as paganism was con-
cerned, ... When the prominent powers of
Europe gave up their attachment to pagan-
ism, it was only to perpetuate its abomina-
tions in another fonn; for Christianity as
exhibited in the Roman Catholic Church
was, and is, only paganism baptized."
Daniel and the Revelation, 270-272.

ThehistoryofDaniel 11:31 isadescription
of the pagan powers of Europe coming to the
aid of the Papacy to set it upon the throne ofthe
world. The removing of the "daily," and the
polluting of the "sanctuary of strength," is a
description of their turning from open pagan-
ism, which previously was their confessed
religion biblieally symbolizedas their "sanctu-
aryofstrength."1l1Cwords ..takeaway"carry a
two-fold meaning as tlley not only teach a
removal, but also a secondary definition con-
veys the idea of-lifting up. When paganism
was set aside by the powers ofEurope, tllrough

theirsubmission toOl.tholicism, paganismwas
actulllly lifted lip, for Catholicism is the great-
est manifC51ation of paganism ofall time.

In A.O. 508 the powers of Europe began
to wage war against countries represented
by the "three horns," and by 538 d,e last of
the three homs met defeat, and the Papacy
asccnded to the throne of the world. Then
"the abomination thal maketh desolate,"
symbolic of the Papacy, was set up.

In verses 32-35 we see the persecution
of the Dark Ages illustmted, with dle final
phmse of verse 35 pointing to d,e end of the
t260 years with the words, "'even to the time
of the end: because it is yet for a time
appointed." This phrase takes us up to verse
40. But before Daniel gets to verse forty,
verses 36-39, prescnt the description of the
main subject of Daniel-the Papacy:

"And dlC king shall do according to his
will; and he shall exalt himself, and mag-
nify himself above every god, and shall
speak marvellous things againstthc God of
gods, and shall prosper till the indignation
be accomplished: for that that is detcmlined
shall be donc." Daniel II :36.

This is clearly the Papacy, and Paul
paraphrases this passage in his Illost po-
tent statement of the Papacy:

"Let no man deceive you by any means:
for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away tirst, and that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who
Opposedl and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God."
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.

Sister White combines both Daniel's
king which does "according to his will"
and Paul's "man of sin" in describing the
Papacy:

"This compromise between paganism
and auistianity resulted in the development
of 'the man ofsin' foretold in prophecy as
opposing and exalting himselfabove God.
That gigantic system of false religion is a
masterpiece of Satan'5 power-a monu-
ment of his efforts to seat himself upon the
throne to rule the earth according to his
will. ,. The Great Controversy. 50.

As we continue the study of Daniel
II :40-45 we will see a historical sequence
within these verses which closely parallels
the history we have just reviewed. We will
set forth evidence todemonstrnte that Daniel
II :40 is a description of a spiritual war
between the Papacy and atheism which
began in 1798. We will show that Fronce
wore the crown of the king of tlle south in
1798, but that in 1917 that crown was
passed to its successor-the Soviet Union.



T he glorious land of this verse is none other
than the second beast of Revelation 13,

which has already entered into an unholy
alliance with the Vatican in order to bring about
the demise of the Soviet Union.

We will demonstrate that the king of the
north in 1798 was the Papacy and that the
Papacy is still wearing that prophetic crown.

Verse 40 teaches that initially in the war
lx:tween the king of the south and the king of
the north, the king of the north was grieved in
its ability to prevail against the southern king-
dom.In fact, the war begins with the king ofthe
north receivinga deadly wound,ashis political
kingdom wa') taken away_

When writing on Daniel 11 :30, Sister
White pointed us to a time when Rome was
unable to prevail against its enemy. Revela-
lion 13 describes the Papacy as Ihe head
which receives a deadly wound. The deadly
wound of papal Rome is a rep;;tition of
pagan Rome being grieved over her"tlbility
to maintain control of her fonncr empire.
Sec Daniel II :30. The war and the grieving
of the Papacy is described when the king of
the soulh would "push" al the king of tJ,C
nonh in Daniel II :40.

But verse 40 teaches tJlat a ch,:mgc would
take place, In time, tJle king of the north would
rr:tum and, tJuQugh military and economic
power, swccp away the king of tJ,C south. We
will see that economic and military powerwere
supplied to the king of the north in tJlis war, in
the&1.me way that Clovis came to the aid of the
Papacy in tJle past.

We will sec that in fulfillment of this verse
the Soviet Union, the modern-day king of tJle
SCUtJl, was swept away by tJ,e Papacy-the
northern king. This sweeping 3WdY was ac-
complished through analliancc with tJle United
States. 01 only do thcsereecnt scenes pantllel
the history highlighted by Sister White in
D'micl 11:30-31, bUI tJley support the testi-
mony of Revelation 13, which identifies tJle
United States as the beast which comes to tJle
aid of tJ,e Papacy at the end of tJ,e world.

Wehave considered the three geographical
areas which pag<Ul ROlllcconqucrcdas itcallle
10 tl,e tJuune of tJ,e world. We compared il 10
tJle removal of the three horns preceding the
Papacy's ascension to the throne of the world
which began tJ,e DarkAges. We will sec in our
next anicle tJ1<11 verse 40 is tJlC first of three
steps which modem Babylon takes as she
returns to the throne of the world in our cL1Y.
111e first step was implementing the fall of the
king of the SOUtJl, tJ1C fonner Soviet Union, and
this step is now past history.

The second step is delineated in verse
41, where the king of the north takes control
of the glorious land. The glorious land of
this verse is none other than the second
beaSI of Revelation 13, which has already
entered into an unholy alliance with the
Vatican in order to bring about the demise of
the Soviet Union. As Clovis came to the aid
of the Pap<1ey by offering military and

economic suppon, along with the accep-
tance of CatJlOlieism instc<,d of paganism,
the United States not only offered military
and economic suppon to bring down the
Soviet Union, but the United States also
turned away from the definition of Protcs-
tantism which, by detinition, precludes an
alliance with the Papacy.

The third step is given in verse 42 in
which Ihe world, as prophetically repre-
sented by Egypt, will come into the grip of
the iron fist of Rome. Then in verse 43 the
economics of tile world come under the
power of the king of the north. When the
economics of the world come under the
control of tile king of the north, representing
the Papacy, then the Papacy has returned to
the position of dominance as a geopolitical
power. TIle Papacy lost this standing in
1798. When it retums to this position, its
deadly wound will have been fully healed.

Verse 44 speaks of the latter rain and tl,e
pco;ecutioll of God's people, while verse 45
describes tJle division of the world into lvIo
classes as we approach Annageddon. We will
find many items of interest as we continue
through the study of these verses. As we
continue on in tJlis series, we will not only
defend the premises set forth here in greatcr
dctail, bUI we will continue to compare this
sequenceWitJl tJle scenes and histories to which
Sister White specifically directed us.

Daniel II :30-36 is nol simply a historical
sequence which has been set fonh as a pattern
to use in order to understand Daniel II :40-45;
it is the very history ofthe Papacy's first rise to
power at the beginning of the Dark Ages. 1110

Holy Spirit, through SisterWhitc, directs us to
tJle very first time the Papacy came to the
tJlrone of lhe world as the panem of history 10
compare against tJle final rise of tJle Papacy to
the throne of tJ,e world.

What is just ahead of Ihe church and
the world in the healing of the Papacy's
deadly wound? The wound was the loss
of the Papacy's ability to exercise civil
powcr- not its cessation as a church.

''''The influence of Rome in the counuics
tJml oncc acknowledged her dominion is still
far from being destroyed. And prophecy fore-

tcllsa restordtion of her power. 'I saw oneof
his heads as il were wowldcd 10 deatJ,; and his
de.1dly wound was healed: and all the world
wondered afier the beast.' Verse 3. The inflic-
tion of the deadly wOlmd points to the do,m-
fan of the Papacy in 1798. . . . Paul statcs
plainly that the 'man of sin' will continue
until the second advent 211lessalonians2:3-
8. To the very close of rime he will eany
forward tl,e work ofdeception..

"And leI it be remembered, il is the boasl of
Rome that sheneverchanges.The principlesof
Gregory vn aJld Innocenl 1lI arc still the
principlesofthe Roman Catholic Church. And
had she but the power, she would put them ill
pmctice \vith as much vigor now as in pao;;t
centuries. Protestants linJe know what they arc
doing when they prolXJSe to accept the aid of
Rome in the work ofSunday exaltation. While
they are bent upon tJlcaccomplishmcllt of their
ptrrpOSC, Rome is aiming to her
power, to recover her lost supremacy. Let
the principle once be established in the
United States that the church may employ
or control the power of the that
religious may be enforced by
secular laws; in short, that the autJlOrity of
church and state is to dominate the conscience,
<mel the triumph of Rome in this country is
"'>Sured.

"God's Word haC) given waming of the
impending danger, let this be unheeded, and
the Prote;tant world will learn whal tJ,e
purposes of Rome really arc. only when it i'i
too lale 10 =pe the snare. She is silently
h'TOwing into power. Her docoines are exerting
their influence in Icgislative halls, in the

churches, and in tJle heartsofmen. She is piling
up her lofty and massivestructuTCS in thesccret
recesses of which her tomlel' perst.'Cutions
will be repeated. StealtJlily and unsuspectedly
she is strengtJmning her forces to further her
own cnclswhen the time shaU come for her to
!)trike. All tJlat she desires is vantagc groWld,
and this is already being given her. We shall
soon sec and shall fccl whal the ptrrpOSC of the
Roman element is. Whoever s1mll believe and
obey the Word of God will thereby incur
reproach and TIle Great Contro-
ve",}',579-58L 0
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COLOSSIANS 1:9-10

Vernon is retired and writes
Place,

forra, higherrllrice, so,tIjpse:w.ere·-.u\?iil<lI
by tht< mostl affluentl in, mt<· G,ongreg.atienl.
Nobod}l else, sat in, yourr pew y.OUI
invit\\dIthe,m, to,do,so. The: renUlII fr.om, iIle·
pews,w,*,used for,tht<·llastorrS;S3lllIiY.

oflme c.l!wl:h,.
p,astorrMuellerrS3i<U."Ildon,' liJq:,thale.

Peol\le,.shou.!!l1Qe ablt<. to> G,ome: inll» m!5'
chw",-h, ,",IIIsiltwhere,; they wllnlt theJ\
C3,\1, he;ur the,. WQrf'll of
fr,¥,,, "We,wjlll nq-,IOng.err

-

respO,ndedJ "-II 3Ill,11otl Winj\' a,
sa,lary, We.",illipulla"box in,the ba!;,l\;ofi'
the c)11.1Iicl\ l\l\d a>,ePple,;who,wanlttQ>ll!1',Cl.
C3Q"donate,.a, t!lank,. offeJir\g, Bu!! a,s, fRrr
me, I 'ou,the,LprllltRl
provide fo.·1l\)' nee9s."'1'I1is ille.il'
revolutionary ,",d
well by hi,< I\lil\isters., QuIt
believed,oQd'1' WorPl

sb,only, time

Eng1app,1 bi>came,.'veaJ
saw thF,·¢$P!'''te.· neM-I fn"r SOm\'<9_ul<: 10'
pro,vide,fc;>(,PI,qse hl\,-
beg3!1t to

sa\", l1\QIl\:a,J,1<\lgreil,\eJr
IT,tO,v,\\'I, Il\le,..<\!iuflii\\1,l\\\ti1lI1\Ch"<\1

Pfo.vj<\<;fI I'<'1;1\,. fRlr thQu,,-
sands of I!!FSO cw.",,,,,,

Ith);c;>ugbi, his life., ey,er,
solicit,edcJfu'IPsJrom, Qrrfrmn,
the chur,ch" or .from ot!lc/"S. ne'yI'Jrh"PI
any fund raising" camJ¥ljlJ!lS. \WIeill\,veJr
there was a he, g011 down, nQ, his,
knees ,took it to the uordJ ,",<\j tile,
Lord provided.

There were maQ,y tests
always.stoo4 steadl'asl. On one OCCi'sic;>n,.
shortly a(ter he had made this commit-
ment wid;l th,e Lort\, a lady came, tc;>Jrim
and sait\, "Pastor, I unde/Stan,d thatlYOU
need some money. Hnw m\lC!I do >you,
need?" tie respoI\det\, ."My dejlrrSister, I
have made a commitment.wiID the I.JqJ;d·
that I wnuld never reveal·tn otheos,what
the needs are, but that I wOuJd always
take them to the Master...·SomewbJ!,tim,
patiently his caller said, "Well<,j the,LOJ;d
has told me that you need 'some
and here i\is." 'Sb,e gave hin;l. a sum,
mnney was precisely tI;le amoun.t,fI1at I
he needed, to provide fopd,for )tis ol'P(>.aO$
on that panicrlar day.

Ibwnulfl-'be niceJo, flUlPtl
from whichl1we, coplp, draw", to\ O,llr

t
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r%)' of Ellen White. was a sincere,
man of God,iwho was burdened

of the abandoned orphans
of Bl'Jstol, England. Mueller was the pas-
tor of a large church and a devout student
of the Bible. Near the end of his life he
confided that he had read the Bible through
agproximately two hundred times. In the
course of his study he wasjmpressed that
if a person is doing the Lord's work, God
will demonstrate His power by support-
ing it
Mueller became convinced from his

reading of God's that if the
"cattle of a thousand hills" belong tn the
Lord, and God is "our strength"'and the
"rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him," then we should learp io depend
upon Him rather man.

In those days you supported your church
by pe)" rentals. family would rent. a
pew.in the chfIT9h, The ones,up front went

wor·tmrd Junto all pleas-
atftujtf I in ev.ery

It, aDd inCt"easing in
AI'tDe f

Depending on God

Some time ago J was reading about,
the life of GeorgeMueller-a contelllPo-

or I e so. ce
day w it. 0 not

for. ):Q.U. and to-
Jill! witb

."'01 "$ w"1l in all
d sp"rij.u.al

YOU are faced with an important
decision. You really know
what you should do. You want to

do is right for everyone involved.
You as\< yourself a thousand times, "What
should I do?" You pray about it, but
somehow there does not seem to be an
easy answer. God does not hand us the
ready-made answer on a planer. No, you
are still faced with the struggle, "Which
way should [Ium?"

You talk to friends. One tells you to
do nothing. Someone else advises you 10
go for it Try greener pastures. Another
tells you something else. "Oh, if I just
knew what.! should do?" you think. But
the answer does not seem to come.
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I t would be nice to have a large fund fromwhich we could draw, to carryon the Lord's
work, but the Lord says, "No, you depend on
Me and I will take care of your needs."

the Lord's work, but the Lord says, "No,
you depend on Me and I wi II take care of
your needs." That was pastor Mueller's
experience. He kept meticulous records,
and toward the end of his life he indicated
that he had received over five thousand
specific answers to his prayers.

I have shared this background about
Pastor Mueller so you would know what
kind of a person he was and the kind of
rclationship he had with his Lord. Shortly
before his dcath, hc related thc principles
that he followed in seeking to know
God's will. He testified that, "In trivial
matters and in transactions involving most
important issues, I have found this method
is always effective." J

I would like to share those principles
with you along with some observations
from the Scriptures, and from God's mes-
senger to the church. on this topic of how
we can know God's will.

God's Will for Us

First, it would bc well to look at what
thc Word tells us about what God's will is
for us. Paul tells us that God desires us to
","-now "His will in all wisdom and spirit-
ual understanding." Colossians 1:9. Hc
then goes on to explain that the purpose
of this is "that ye might walk worthy of
the Lord unto all pleasing." Colossians
I: 10. Or as he explains to the Thessa-
lonians, the purpose is that we should
learn how to walk and to please God. See
I Thessalonians 4: 1.

In Colossians I: IO He goes on further
and indicates that the purpose in knowing
God's will is that we might be "fruitful in
every good work. and increasing in the
knowledge of God." Again, in Hebrews
13:21 he clarifies that the purpose is to
"make you perfect in every good work to
do his will." Then in I Thessalonians 4:3
Paul tells us that our sanctification is
God's ultimate will for us.

Though there are many other Bible
references we might cite, one more obser-
vation from Paul is important. In 2 Timo-
thy 1:7 he notes that, "God hath not given
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind." Here we have
an imponant clue that God not only wants
us to know and understand and follow
His will but He wants us to have confi-
dence and assurance in using the mind
and judgment He has given us that we
may glorify Him in our lives. This bibli-
cal principle is cenainly implicit in the
following principles or guidelines Mueller
used to make decisions:

I. Submission to God's Will

Mueller said, "I seek at the beginning
to get my heart in sueh a state that it has
no will of its own in regard to a given
matter."

This step is generally the hardest of
all. If we can get self out of the way,
ninety percent of the problem is over-

eome. If we honestly ask God to give us
the grace and power to put aside aUf own
wishes and desires in the matter, most of
the battle will be taken care of. The secret
again is given to us by Paul where he
reminds us that we must learn to think
like Jesus thought in putting aside our
own pride and desire for recognition. See
Philippians 2:5-9.

Jesus Himself made this plain when He
said, "My meat [food] is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work."
John 4:34. That is the way Jesus operated.
He emptied Himself of His own will, His
own human wishes, His own desires. He
said, "For I came down from heaven, not to
do my own will." Why not? He was the
Creator. He was the One in charge of
everything. He created you and me. Who
else had more right to do whatever He
wanted to do? But He said He came "Not to
do mine own [human) will, but the will of
him that sent me." John 6:38. He came to
demonstrate to us how to live in hannony
with God's will.

Ellen White addressed this principle
many times. In one place she observed,
"God never leads His children otherwise
than they would choose to be led, if they
could see the end from the begilming, and
discern the glory of the purpose which
they are fulfilling as coworkers with Him."
The Ministry ofHealing, 479.

God can see the whole picture, and if
we could see it the way He sees it, we
would exclaim, "Absolutely yes, Lord.
That's the way it ought to be." BUI since
we cannot see all that, we must walk by
faith, going on trusting Him and taking
Him al His word. As the old hymn tells

us, we must "'trust and obey, for there's no
other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to
trust and obey."

The Lord's messenger also reminds
us that, "Christ's work was to set before
men the character of His kingdom, show-
ing that names and positions and titles are
nothing, but that pure virtue and a holy
character is accounted as everything in

the sight of Heaven.... He presented
before them a kingdom where human
ambitions and earthly passions cannot
find entrance." Lift Him Up, 135.

The samewriter also explains that "Pure
religion has to do with the will. The will is
the governing power in the nature of man,
bringing all the other faculties under its
sway. The will is not the taste or the
inclination, but it is the deciding power
which works in the children of men unto
obedience to God or unto disobedience."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 513.

It is what you choose. That is what the
will is, your choosing power. Then she
cautions, "You will be in constant peril
until you understand the true force of the
will." Ibid.

Again on the next page she shares this
precious and practical insight: "It is for
you to yield up your will to the will of
Jesus Christ; and as you do this, God will
immediately take possession and work in
you to will and to do of His good plea-
sure." Testimonies, vol. 5, 514.

If lhe purpose of knowing God's will
is that we might do His pleasure, here we
are given the secret. This process is in
fact a necessary condition if we truly
want the Lord to lead us. For we are laid
that, "'Until you have the resolution to
obey God's will you cannot have His
guidance." Testimonies, vol. 5, 511.

We also learn that this guidance is
critical to our success even in doing the
Lord's work. Notice: "Those who in their
work for God depend on worldly plans
for gaining success will make a failure."
Evangelism, 148. The warning is clear. If
we depend on our own will, on our own

March 1996 Our Firm Foundation 9



Those who desire to follow a course which
pleases their fancy are in danger of being

left to follow their own inclinations, supposing
them to be the leadings of God's Spirit.

worldly wisdom, it will come to naught.
Even though we arc convinced that we
are doing God's work, if we do it accord-
ing to our own will and plan, according to
the worldly way of doing things, it will
fail.

Therefore, the first requirement is thai
we make the total commitment that, first
and last, with God's help, we will put

aside our own selfish wishes and desires
and seek to follow God's leading.

2, Do Not Depend on Feelings

Mueller's second principle was, ""Do
nOt go by feelings or simple impressions.
If I do," Mueller said, "I make myself
liable to great delusions. ,.

Now, delusions are ideas or thinking
that is WHy off the mark. In fact, they are
$0 far off that you do not even know it.
That is a delusion. And he is saying, "If I
simply go on the basis of my feelings, or
my impressions, or impulses, Ilay myself
wide open to delusions,"
The Scripture tells us that, "There is a

way which secmeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death."
Proverbs 14: 12. So if we are going to go
on the basis of our own ways, our own
thinking or ideas, then we can expect to
be faced with serious problems.

I well rcmcmber a dear sistcr who told
me t.hat she had quit her job and had
announccd to all her friends that she was
getting man-ied. I questioned her about who
this lucky man was. She buoyantly
plained Lhill she had dOlle it because the
Lord had shown her that I was the one
whom she was to many. You can underst.:md
thaI this was a somewhat delicate situation,
complicated by the fact that I was already
happily man-ied and had three wonderful
children. I had to cautiously, but linnly,
explain to her that the Lord had not given
me the same message. [n fact, the message
that He had given me was just the opposite
from the onc that she had. J look comforl in
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the words Ellen White wrote to a person she
was counseling:

'''Your feelings, your impressions, your
emotions, arc not to be trusted, for they
are not reliable." TestiJlloll;es, vol. 5, 513.
If, as a psychologist, there is anything
that I have learned about people, it is the
truth of that statement. There is one thing
about our feelings, impressions and emo-
tions that is sure, and that is that they are

going to change. l have been fascinated
as I have studied into this topic to learn
how much Ellen White had to say about
this subject. Notice some of her counsels:

"In the face of the most positive com-
mands of God, men and women will
follow their own inclinations and dare to
pray over the matter, to prevail upon God
to consent to a Ilow them to go contrary to
His expressed will." Tesrimon;es, vol. 3,
72. Perhaps you have never done that, but
have known someone who did. However,
if we do, notice what the Lord says will
happen:

"The Lord is nOI pleased with such
prayers. Satan Comes to the side of such
persons, as he did to Eve in Eden, and
impresses them, and they have an exer-
cise of mind, and this they relate as a
most wonderful experience which the Lord
has given them." Ibid. Notice the delu-
sion-believing something that is not' true?
Ellen White goes on to say,

"A truc expcricnce will bc in perfect
harmony with natural and divine law.
False experience will array itself against'
science and the principles of Jehovah.

"There are those who would under-
stand their duty clearly if it were in
harmony with their natural inclinations.
Circumstances and reason may clearly
indicate their duty; but when against their
natural inclination, tJlcse evidcnces are
frequently sct aside. Then these persons
will presume to go t.o God to learn their
duty. But God will not be trilled with. He
will permit such porsons to follow the
desires of their own hearts. •But my
people would not hearken to my voice.'

'So I gave them up unto their own hearts'
lust: and they walked in their own coun-
sels.' Psalm 81:11-12:

"Those who desire to follow a coursc
which pleases their fancy arc in danger of
being left to follow their own inclina-
tions, supposing them to be the leadings
of God's Spirit. The duty of some is
indicated sufficiently clear by circum-
stances and facts; but, through the solici-
tation of friends, in harmony with their
own inclinations, they swerve from the
path of duty and pass ovor the clear
evidences in the case; then, with apparent
conscientiousnc.<:;s, they pray long and
earnestly for light. They have earnest
feeling in the matter, and they interpret
this to be the Spirit of God. But they arc
deceived. This course grieves the Spirit
of God."" TeSTimonies, vol. 3, 73. Then
she gives this solenlJl warning:

'They had light and in the very reason of
things should have understood their duty;
but a few pleasing inducements balance
their minds in the wrong direction, and they
urge these before the Lord and press their
case, and the Lord allows t.hem to have their
own way. TIley have so Strong an inclination
to follow their own course that He pemlits
them to do so and to sufferthe results. These
imagine that they have a wonded'ul
enec... Ibid., 74.

This is the kind of delusion that Pas-
tor Mueller was t.alking about, and thus
we have the caution that it is dangerous to
go by feelings and impressions alone.

3. Anchored in the Word

Always seek the will ofGoel through the
Word. 'The Spirit and the Word must be
combined. If I look to the Spirit alone
without the Word," said Mueller, "I lay
myselfopcn to great delusions also." Notice
how much emphaSIS he placed upon the
Bible. Your impressions must always be
anchored there. It must be the foundation
upon which we build. The psalmist de-
clares, "Thy word is a lamp u.nto my fect,
and a light unto my path." Psalm 119: 105.
Again, Ellen White also emphasized that,
"Every soul must be regulated by the Law of
God. Compare everything you propose to
do with the Law ofGod. Ask. Is this the way
of the Lord?" Ellen G. Whire 1888 Marer;-
ai" l685.

Ellen White described the ways by
which God reveals His will to us. She
said, '"There are three ways in which the
Lord reveals His will to us, to guide us,
and to fit us to guide others. How may we
know His voice from that of a stranger?



Wehave to talk to Him, hear Him talk to us,
become so familiar with Him that we can

recognize His voice, and we know that His
voice will always be consistent with what He
has revealed before in His Word.

How shall wc distinguish it from the
voice of a false shepherd?" Testimonies,
vol. 5,512.

She mentions a little earlier, '"He ex-
pects you to recognize the enemy and to
resist him ... Ibid. And then she says that
we must also learn to recognize the Lord"s
voice.

If you have heard somebody talk to
you on the telephone, you say, "Oh, yeah!
That's Joe," or "That's Mary." How do
you know? Because you know them well
enough that you recognize their voice. In
Ihe same way we must also learn to know
our Saviour. We have to talk to Him, hcar
Him talk to us, become so familiar with
Him that we can rccognize His voice, and
we know that His voice will always be
consistent with what He has revealed
before in His Word.

First, we are told, "God reveals His
will to us in His Word, the Holy Scrip-
tures, ... and it will be recogn.ized if we
do nOI separate our souls from Him by
walking in our own ways, doing accord-
ing to our own wills." Ibid.

The second way the Lord reveals His
wil1 to us is in '"His providential work-
ings.'"

"'Another way in which God's voicc is
heard is through the appeals of His Holy
Spirit, making impressions upon the
heart." Ibid.

But remcmber Mueller"s experience.
Impressions alone are not enough. You
must have thc impressions plus the Word.
And when you combine them so that you

).mow and recognize the Lord's voice,
then the impressions become one of the
avenues that the Lord may use to commu-
nicate His will. This is, of course, after
you have taken care of the will problem
and put thaI aside.

There is a wonderful promise hidden
in Ellen White's comments on this topic.
She speaks of the "Spirit making impres-
sion on the heart, which will be wrought

out in the character.'" Ibid. So it is not just
some impulsive thing that we are going to
do, but it is something that works in our
character lO dcvelop in us this process of
sanctification that Paul spoke about. Ellen
White went on to explain:

"If you arc in doubt upon any subject
you must first consult the Scriptures. If you
have truly begun the life of faith you have
given yourself to the Lord to be wholly His,
and He has laken you to mold and fashion
according to His purpose, that you may be a
vessel unto honor. You should have an
eamesl desire to be pliable in His hands and

to follow whitllersoever He may lead you.
You are tJ,en trusting Him to work out His
designs, while at the same time you are
cooperating with Him by working out your
own salvation with fear and trembling."
Ibid.

Then she addresses the person she is
writing to, "You, my brother, will find
difficulty here because you have nol yet
learned by experience to know the voice

of lhe Good Shepherd, and this places
you in doubt and peril. You ought to be
able to distinguish His voice." Ibid. I pray
that each of us may have such a close
involvement and dialogue with our Sav-
iour that we will be able 10 distinguish
His voice in all circumstances. 0

To be continued.

I Georgc Mucller: Mall oJ Fa;th alld Miracles, by
B;lSil Miller. Bcth:lIlY Housc Pub. 6820 Auto
Club Road. Minncapolis. Minn. 55438: 50-51.
All quotations :l1lributcd to Mueller an.: from
this book.
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TIE Christian Coalition is one ofthe strongest political forces in
America. It is part of their agenda

to bring "Christian" values to bear on OUf

society. They have made major political
gains through grassroots politics in taking
over local elections. However, the gains
they have made can be greatly attributed
to their many unfortunate distortions and
inaccuracies conceming American his-
tory and constitutional law. They have
been able to capitalize on the general
public's lack of knowledge on such mat-
ters. We will now consider several of
these distortions and inaccuracies.

Church and State-Separate?

TheChristian Coalition declares that the
phrase "separation of church and state"
does not appear in the Constitution and
therefore the principle is not part of OUf
American heritage. In response to this dis-
tortion, scholar Leo Pfeffer stated, "It is
true, ofcourse, that the phrase 'separation of
church and state' does not appear in the
Constitution. But it was inevitable that some
convenient tcnn should come into existence
to verbalize a principle so clearly and
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widely held by the American people....
[nhe right to a fair trial is generally ac-
cepted to be a constirutional principle; yet
the term 'fair trial' is not found in the
Constitution. To bring the point even closer
home, who would deny that 'religious lib-
erty' is a constitutional principle? Yet that
phrase too is not in the Constitution. The
universal acceptance which aU these tenns,
including 'separation of church and state,'
have been received in America would seem
to confmn rather than disparage their reality
as basic American democratic principles."
Leo Pfeffer, Church, State, and Freedom.

President Thomas Jefferson wrote that
the First Amendment had erected a "wall of
separation between church and state," in an
1802 letter to the Danbury Baptist Associa-
tion of Connecticut. Furthennore, in the
1879 Reynolds v. U.S. decision, the Su-
preme Court cited Jefferson's principle of
separation of church and state to be ob-
served "as an authoritative declaration of
the scope and effect of the [First] Amend-
ment."

JamesMadisonwrote, "Strongly guarded
... is the separation between the church and
the state." Later he said in an 1819 letter,
"[T]he number, the industry and the moral-

Jeff Wehr

ity of the priesthood, and the devotion of the
people have been manifestly increased by
the rotal separarion ofthe church from rhe
srate." Rob Boston, Why the Religious
Right is Wrong, 220. All emphasis supplied
unless otherwise noted.
The Christian Coalition has even called

the principle of "separation of church and
state" a communistic principle. They cite
Article 53 of the Constitution of the
Soviet Union in support of their unfortu-
nate distortion. It can hardly be said that
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and
our other founding fathers borrowed this
concept from the Soviet Union. Our found-
ing fathers embraced this principle long
before the Russian Revolution of 1917,
which led to the formation of the Soviet
Union and the Soviet Constitution.

The truth of the matter is that the
Soviet Union borrowed these concepts of
freedom of religion, press, speech, and
assembly from the United States, but for
the most part never granted these privi-
leges to its people. These principles were
simply on paper in the Soviet Union,
while these principles became reality in
the United States. Because the Soviet
Constitution provides for freedom of



According to scholars, only seventeen
percent of Americans had church

membership prior to the Revolution. That does
not say much for churches controlling the
government in creating a "Christian" nation.

speech, do we say that this freedom origi-
nated in Communist Russia? Do we say
that freedom of the press originated in the
Soviet Union and is a communistic prin-
ciple? Do we say that the right to free
assembly originated in Red Square? The
absurdity of the idea shows the weakness
of the Christian Coalilion's argurneot.

They also claim that Jefferson's "separa-
lion of church and state" is "one-<lirectional."
Inotherwords, the First Amendmentwasonly
designed to keep govemment out of religion,
not religion out of government. However,
Jefferson never used the phrase "one-<lirec-
tional" and never supported that concept This
leads us into the next great distortion of the
Christian Coalition, namely, that the United
States is a "Christian" nation.

America: A "Christian" Nation

Both EllenWhite and the Christian Coali-
lion have referred to the United States as a
"Christian natiOlL" However, that which is
meant by theLorc!'sservant isdifferent than the
meaning attached to it by the Christian Coali-
tiOlL

The Spirit ofProphecy describes America
as a nation in which many of the people are
professedly Christian, a nation whose founda-
tions are not the legislation ofchurch dogntaS,
but a nation whose foundations were built on
"civil and religious liberty." See The Great
Controversy, 252.

"Toprotect libertyofconscience is theduty
ofthestate, and this is the brnit ofitsauthority in
matters ofreligion. Every secular government
that attempts to regulateorenforceobservance
by civil authority is sacrificing the very prin-
ciple for which the evangelical Christians so
nobly struggled." Ibid, 20I; see also 441.

UnfOl1Unately, the Christian Coalition, the
so-<:alled "evangelical Christians," will pres-
sure the state to enforce religious observance.
"When theProtestant churchesshallunitewith
the secular power to sustain a false religion, ...
then will Protestant America have formed an
intage to the Papacy, and there will be a
national apostasy which will end only in
national ruin"TheSevenrh-<iayAdvel11istBible
Commenlilry, vol. 7,976.

The separation of church and state is a
Christianand/orProtestant principle.Theunion
of church and state is not "The union of the
church with the state, be the degree never so
slight, while it may appear to bring the world
nearer to the church, does in reality but bring
the church nearer to the world . . . The
regulation adopted by the early colonists, of
permitting onlymembers ofthe church to vote
and to hold office in civil government, led to
most perniciousresults. Thismeasurehad been

accepted as ameansofpreserving the purity of
the state,but it resulted in the conuption ofthe
church." TheGreat Controversy, 297.

The Pilgrims and the Puritans who settled
in America in the 16005 were anything but
tolerantMost people reading thisarticlewould
not have been welcomed in the Plymouth or
Massachusetts Bay Colonies. The colonies

taxed the people in the support of the church
and the cle<gy. Ifyou refts:d to pay, you went
to jail. Quakers were hung in Massachusetts,
and Catholics founded Maryland to escape
persecution. InVtrginia, blasphemy was pun-
ishablebydeath. Ifyou spokedistespectfillly to
the minister, you were flogged. If you did not
attendchurch, youwere fined. Ifyoucontinued
not to go to church, you were whipped Ifyou
denied the doctrine of the Trinity you faced a
three-year jail sentence. Are these the charac-
teristicsofaChristian nation?

As entrepreneurs, artisans with special
skills, and families looking for a new start
began to pour onto the shores ofAmerica, the
face ofAmerica began to change. People with
different religious practices and belielS began
to take their stand for religious liberty. And in
the spirit of liberty that characterized the
American Revolution of 1776, those hberties
were more and more becoming a reality.
According to scholars, only seventeen percent
ofAmericans had church membership prior to
the Revolution That does not say much for
churches controlling the government in creat-
ing a""Christian" nation.

Today, church membership is nearly fifty
percent, with the principle of "separation of
church and state" stiIJ reigning in America.
According toa recentpolling,ninetypercentof
Americans do not question the existence of
God, seventy-seven percent say that prayer is
an important part oftheir daily life, while only
two percent describe themselves as being
atheists. See"ReligionHereandAbroad," The
American Enrerprise Publif:Opinion andDe-
mogrophic Report 3, November-December
1992,93-97.
Churchattendanceis onthe increase today,

while it was decreasing prior to the formation
ofthe Constirution.

It was after the American Revolution that
our founding fathers began to create a new
government. ThePilgrimsand thePuritans are
not our founding fathels, let alone Christopher
Columbus. Ifour founding fathers desired to
create a Christian nation, then it would have
become very evident in the AmericanConsti-
tutiOlL As it is, the Constitution does not even

mentionGod or JesusChrist. The omission of
God in the Constirutionwas not an expression
of hostibty toward Christianity or any other
religion. TheU.S. Constitution is a civil docu-
ment, not a religious docwnent As Qlarles
Pinckney, adelegate from SouthCarolina said,
"TheLegislatureoftheUnitedStatesshall pass
no lawon the subjectofreligion."WilliamLee
Miller, The First Liberty: Religion and the
American Republic (New York Alfred A.
Knopf, 1971), 110.

In 1797theUnitedStatessignedtheTreaty
of Tripoli with the Muslims of North Africa.
Article 1\ states, "As the Government of the
United States is not, in any sense, founded on
the Christian religion; as it has in itself no
characterofenmity against the law, religion or
lranquiJIity of Musselman [Muslims]; . . ."
Negotiations for this treaty wereconducted by
GeorgeWashington. The treaty was endorsed
by Tunothy Pickering, the secretary of state,
and President John Adams. The Senate ap-
proved the treaty without any objections to its
content Article II never became a point of
controversy, because our laws are civil laws,
not religious laws.TheConstirution nevergave
the government any power to pass religious
legislation or to prohibit the free exercise of
religion.

Often the Christian Coalition points to the
Northwest Ordinance as proof of the "Chris-
tian" nation concept The first problem that
these advocates face is the fact that Thomas
Jeffersonwrote theNorthwest Ordinance.Th0-
mas Jefferson was clearly for "separation of
church and state." The Northwest Ordinance,
which set down the rules for governing the
terrilOl)l of the Northwest was approved by
Congress on July 13, 1787. These rules in-
cluded protection of civil liberties and how a
territory could become a state.
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I t should be clearly understood that there isnothing in the Constitution that keeps a
student from praying in school. In fact, the
Constitution as it is now, protects the student's
right to pray in school.

111e first draft written by Jefferson was
completely secular and had no referenees to
religion. 111cn a congressional committee re-
vised it and mandated that a certain section of
each townshipbe reserved for education. Next,
a proposal was made tlJat a section of each
township north of the anea reserved for educa-
tional purposes be earmarked for religion.
111en, a recommendation was made that the
land would be used for the "support ofreligion
and charitable uses." Later, it was proposed

that they leave out the word "religion>! and
reserve the land simply for "charitable uses."
The final draft of article 3 read, "ReUgion,
morality and k.llowledge being necessary to
good govenunent and the happiness of man-
kind, schools and the means ofeducation shall
be forever encQumgcd." Rob Boston, Why the
Religious Right is Wrong, 80.

Notice that it did not say that "schools m,,1
churches shall forever be encouraged." If this
werea "'Ouistian" nation, then certainlychurches
would becncouraged. What was being
aged? Education was being encollmged.

For this American experiment to work,
it would be advantageous for its people to
be religious, moral, knowledgeable, skilled,
educated, hard working, patriotic, honest,
and the list goes all. But churches do not
need to control the government for people
to be religious, moral, and knowledgeable.
It is significant 10 note that Congress did not
in 1789 reenact the provision of 1787 for a
lot in each township to be set aside '"per-
petually for the purposes of religion." Jour-
nals of the ContinentaL Congress, cd.
Worthington C. Ford ct al. (Washington,
D.C., 1904-1937), XXXlIl, 399-400.

The Christian Coalition will often cite
the 1892 Holy Trinity Church I( United
SlQtesdecision to prove that this is a "Chris-
tian" nation. In this ruling, Justice David
Brewer declared, "This is a Christian na-
tion." However, in 1905, he published a
book entitled The United States: A Chris-
tian Nation. The following is from his book:

"But in what sense can [the United
States] be called a Christian nation? Not in
the sense that Christianity is the established
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religion or the people arc compelled in any
manner to support it. On the contrary, the
Constitution specifically provides that "Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof.' Neither is it Christian
in the sense that all its citizens arc, either in
fact or in name, Christians. On the contrary,
all religions have free scope within its
bordel'$. Numbel'$ of our people profess
other religions, and many reject all. Nor is it

Christian in the sense that a profession of
Christianity is a condition of holding office,
or otherwise engaging in public service, or
essential to recognition either politically or
socially. In fact, the government as a legal
organization is indcpcndcntofall religions."
Page 12.

Prayer in School

Another favorite distortion of the Chris-
tian Coalition is the argument that secular
humanists have "kicked" God and prayer
out of thc school. It should be clearly
understood that there is nothing in the
Constitution that keeps a student from pray-
ing in school. In fact, the Constitution as it is
now, protects the student's right to pray in
school.It is true that in 1962 and 1963 court
cases, the government decided not to as-
sume the responsibility to write school
prayers and select Bible readings. However,
the courts did not decide that students could
not pray and study th.eir Bibles in school. In
fact, Justice Tom Clark observed, "[t might
well be said Ulat one's education is not
complete witllOut a study of comparative
religion or the history of religion and its
relationship to the advancement of civiliza-
tion.1t may certainly be said that the Bible is
worthy of study for its literary and historic
qualities. Nothing we have said here indi-
cates that such study of the Bible or of
religion, when presented objectively as part
of a secular program of education, may not
beeffected consistently with the Fil'$t Amend-
ment." Abington Township School DiSTrict
v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963).

TheChristian Coalition asserts that pmyer
and Bible reading in school was done away
with in 1962, and ever since then morals and
test scores in America have declined be-
cause of these court mlings. However, as of
1962, only five states had eurrent laws
requiring Bible reading. This does not mean
that Bible reading in those states was being
carried out. It only means that the law was
on the books. Nine states had no such laws
on the books. Eleven states declared the
prdctice unconstitutional. And in twenty-
five states the laws allow the practice to be
optional. In fact, only the State of Massa-
chusetts had prayer and Bible readings on
the books priorto 1900. It was soon anerthc
tum of the century that the conservative
National Refornl Movement originally cam-
paigned hard to get these laws on the books.
Thus, laws regarding prayer and Bible study
in the public schools are relatively new and
were not the work of our founding fathers.

Thereare mmlY factors that have led to thc
declineofmorals in America. Violence, immo-
mlity, and cmdejesting on television mld in the
th"'"tel'$ are major culprits. Crowded urban
centers, suggestive advertising, the break up of
the fmnily, declining morals and values in ule
local church, hypocrisy in tlle church, the
materialism of the age, the increase of jWlk
food, tlle influx of tntshy novels and other
printed matter, the preoccupation with enter-
tainment' and thedeclining work ethic, haveall
contributed tothedeclineofmorals in America.
Yet a recent 1993 polJ was taken by Gallop and
Bezilla.111ey fowld that ninety-five percent of
teenagers believe in God; eighty-six percent
believe in tlle divinity of Jesus Christ; ninety-
one percent believe in heaven; ninety-three
percent believe God loves tllem. George H.
Gallop, Jr. 'md Robert Bezila, "Poll: U.S.
Teens Believe That God Loves Them," Reli-
gious News Service, April 21, 1993. Conse-
quently, it cannot be said that spiritual beliefs
have declined because dlC government chose
to allow individuals to be responsible for tlleir
own religious prdctices.

The greatest witness for t11C Ouistian
religion is not unifonn prdyers, but the life ofa
genuine Christian living out dlC principles of
his Saviour in the life. A survey conducted in
1989 by Parenls magazine, found that sixty-
eight percent agreed with the statement, "A1-
tllough no p"'yer should be said aloud, tllere
should be a minute of silence each day SO that
students could pray silently, meditate, or do
nothing if they prefer." However, only seven-
teen percent agreed with the statement, "A
pmyer should be said aloud onee a day in
public schools,mld studentsshould be required
to panicipate." Rob Boston,Why the Religious
Right is Wrong, 112.



God said everyone should have a day off a
week. ... Now the European Community

is pretending to be God. It is about to decree
that EC citizens must take Sundays off.

As far as tcst scores dropping since
1962, the Christian Coalition again fails 10
lell Ihe whole story. In the early 19605,
college entrance exams like the SAT were
almost exclusively taken by wealthy, well-
educated siudents headed for prestigious
schools. Today, everyone who wants to go
to college wkes exams. Obviously, the
test scores will drop when you havc more
young people from a varicty of backgrounds
of cducational opponunities laking these
tests. In realily, there has been no properly
documented drop in religious interests or
test scores since 1962.

The Victory That Leads to Ruin

It is unfortunate that so many Chris-
tians have acceptcd the distortions and
inaccuracies promoted by the leaders of
the Christian Coalition. In this battle over
freedom of religion versus the legislation
of religion, thc Christian Coal.ition will
both win and lose. Prophecy tells us th:H
they will eventually win in bringing in
religious legislation. But they will also
lose by bringing in that religious legisla-
tion. Instead of blessing America, they
will lead us into national ruin. It is bad
enough to have declining morals in America;
however, it is even worse to trample upon
the inalienable rights of others.

Inspiration predicted that the two great
principlcsofeivil and religious liberty would
be trampled upon in America when the
second beast of Revelation 13 speaks as a
dragon. The repudiation of these principles
would not be the work of a singular power.
The people would pressure the lawmakers
of our land to pass religious legislation. This
religious legislation would bring religious
persecution. and this religious persecution
would be over worship.

TI,eBiblesays, "And he [lhesecond beast]
all powerof first beast before

him, and causcth the earth and them which
dwell toworship the first beast.... and
cause that as m,Uly as would not worship the
image of beast should be killed.... And that
no man might buy or sell, save he that had the
mark, or the beast, orthe nwnberof
his ruune:' Revelation 13: 12, IS, 17. Whal
type of legislation concerning worship will the
Vatic"m and certain Protest"U1ts force uJX>n
society?

The Vatican

CWTCntly, pope is pushing for Sunday
laws in Europe. '1l1e blue law issue isexpcctcd
to be contentious throughout Europe as the
European Erol1OmicCommunity(EEC)M1ggJCS

to detcrnline policy for member nations. Pope
John Paul II continues to press for mandatory
Sunclay-elosing laws in all EEC nations."
Church & State, May, 1992.

"God said everyone should have a day
off a week. Muslims chose Fridays, Jews
Saturdays, Christians Sundays. Now the
European Community is pretending to be
God. It is about to decree that EC citizens
must take Sundays off." EconomiST, Octo-
ber 19, 1991, 16.

"In respecting religious liberty and the
common good of all, Christians should
seek recognition of Sundays and the
Church's holy days as legal holidays."
Catechism 0/ the Catholic Church. ew
Hope, KY: Urbiel Orbi, 1994,528.

John Paul II "insists that men have no
reliable hope of creating a viable geopo-
litical system unless it is on the basis of
Roman Calholic Christianity:' Malachi
Martin, The Keys o/This Blood, 492.

'''Sunday is our mark of authority....
The church is abovc the Bible, and this
transference ofsabbath observance is proof
of that facl." The Catholic Record, Lon-
don, Ontario, September I, 1923.

Protestants in America

Religious Right activist David Barton
said, "The court, in addressing the seventh-
day sabbath of the Jewish religion vs. the
first-day sabbath of the Christian religion,
retunled to the Scriptures to show that it
could not be argued that Saturday, or any

other day, was the day commanded by the
Scripture-Ihesabbath could be any day, so
long as it occurred every seventh. However,
the court emphasized the importance of a
Wlifornl national sabbath; in this, a Christian
nation, Sunday was to be thai day:' David
Barton, The Myth o/Separatioll, 76.

Pal Robertson &'l.id, "There will never be
world peace wlnl Gcxl's house and God's
people arc given their rightful place of leader-
ship at the top of the world. Laws in
America that m'mdated a day of rest [SundayJ
from incessant commerce have been nullified

as a violation of the separation of church and
state." Pat Robertson, 771e New World Ord,,;
246,227,233,236. Robertson laments thai the
separation of church and state prevents the
nation from legislating a national Sunday law.

The United Nations

The following articlc is a quote from a
Nazarene magazine called NewS\\¥1Tch. In
its 1994 November/Deeember issue, 4-5, it
read. "TIle French magazine, Fay eT Rai,
reported from the United Nations Organiza-
tion in Geneva, Switzcrland, that plans are
worked out to dissolve the U a to make
way for a World Tribunal. ... This project
and this plan provides for a tolal unifica-
tion of church and state, and also pro-
vides for a single form of worship. The
appointed day for all people will be
Sunday, The number received by people
will promise the right to buy or sell.

"'At the end of this statcmcnt, a Christian
rose and asked the speaker, 'What happens 10
the minorities who will not accept this plan?'
111e 01risthm was told, 'Their number will be
canceled with a black line and will be
depl;ved of the right to buy or' sell and will
thus be forced to destroction.· ,.

The player.; will usher in this New
World Order of Chureh and State arc here.
While the Christian Co.:'llition increases its
influenccover America, the Vatic<Ul is increas-
ing it'; influence over the world. 111e United
Nations, the world's international vehicle, is:
even speaking about SlUlday laws. Beyond the

shadow ofa doubt, wc are the last gencmtion.
We are watching the last verses of prophecy
being fulfilled. Considering all this, what kind
ofpcopleought wctobe?Thetimeh..1Scometo
capture the vision ofa finished work. We have
no timc to hesitate in preaching the three
angcls' lllC&Sages. This is our time of peace.
What we fail to do now, we will have to do in
ditlkuh times. Be of gcxxl courage, this work
will be finished and we will soon be going
home. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 0
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Beastsl and KiniJsl Wilts Versus the

BEASTS, kings, horns, dragon, har-
ot, daughters; these tenns belong
o a list that fonns our prophetic

lingo. From its very beginning Adventism
has been characterized as a religious body
that understands Bible prophecies. We Sev-
enth-day Adventists believe that .God has
commissioned us to proclaim the proph-
esied three angels' messages to a world that
is not fully aware of its impending doom.

Some Bible students sincerely believe
that Christ's coming is well overdue. While
a vast number of believers have lowered
their watch for this supreme event. and have
now adapted to the social status quo, yet a
minority remains that is constantly search-
ing for the signs of Christ's return in the
social, political, religious and natural arena.

We welcome this earnest interest in
eschatology,' but not without first sharing
a word of caution regarding an excessive,
unhealthy enthusiasm and emphasis that
may eclipse the theme of greatest impor-
tance-the third angel's message, which
is the message of justification by faith in
verity:

"'The theme of greatest importance is
the third angel smessage, embracing the
messages of the first and second angels.
All should understand the truths con-
tained in these messages and demon-
strate them in daily lifeJor this is essen-
tial to salvation. We shall have to study
earnestly, prayerfully, in order to under-
stand these grand truths; and OUf power to
learn and comprehend will be taxed to the
utmost." Evangelism, 196. All emphasis
supplied unless otherwise noted.
"Several have written to me, inquiring

if the message of justification by faith is
the third angels message, and I have
answered, 'It is the third angel's message
in verity. ' " Evangelism, 190.

One of the definitions given by Inspira-
tion regarding justification by faith is found
in The Faith I Live By, 111: "What is
justification byfaith? It is the work of God
in laying the glory ofman in the dust, and
doing for man that which it is not in his
power to do for himself. When men see their
own nothingness, they are prepared to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ."

The New Testament conveyed to us a
balance that must exist between: I) De-
spising not prophesyings and 2) putting
on the Lord Jesus Christ, making not
provision for the flesh. See I Thess-
alonians 5:20; Romans 13:14.

The apostle Paul expanded on his view of
the meaningofputtingon theLordJesusChrist
when he said: "Put on therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness,humblenessofmind,meekness, loog-
suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiv-
ing one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any; evenasChrist forgave you, soalso
do ye." Colossians 3:12-13.

Human pride and selfishness lay at the
very foundation of man's glory. If ever
humanity is to enter in through the gates of
heaven, mankind must first abandon their
sins. Men must see their own nothingness
and be prepared to be clothed with the
righteousness ofChrist-His character.

Through prophecy, God has given us the
warning to avoid the wicked, angry and
persecuting character of the beast and king
powers of Daniel and Revelation.

16 Our Firm Foundation March 1996



We are not any better than those evil
powers ... when we try to accomplish

our own will and ways, rather than God's will
as manifested in the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy.

t,

"By a variety of images the Lord
Jesus represented to John the wicked
character and seductive influence of those
who have been distinguished for their
persecution of God's people." Testimo-
niestoMinisters, 117-118.

"It is thedrogon that iswroth;it is the spirit
of Satan that is revealed in anger and accus-
ing."Manuscript Releases, vol. 13,315.

"Not a semblance of the dragon sspirit
must be seen in the life or the character of
Christ's servants." Ibid.

The prophetic bookofDaniel reveals how
Heaven deals with proud and wicked kings
such as Ncbuchadnezzar and Belshazzar, by
humbling them and removing them.

Consequently, when Nebuchadnezzar, the
king, spokeandsaid: "IsnotthisgreatBabylon,
that1have built for thehouseofthe kingdomby
the ntight ofmy power, and for the honour of
my majesty?" (Daniel 4:30), the Lord, in his
love and care sought to humble the proud king
lI1d lead him in the path ofjustification by
faith. After seven years of a very humbling
experience, he was able to testilY: "Now I
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour
[notmyself, but] the Kingofheaven, allwhose
works are truth, and his ways judgment: and
those that walk in pride he is able to abase."
Daniel 4:37.

'The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters,
both in the giving of the prophecy and in the
events portrayed, as to teach that the human
agem is to be kept out ofsight, hid in Christ,
and that the Lord God of heaven and His law
are to beexalted. Read the bookofDaniel.Call
up, point by point, the history ofthe kingdoms
there represented. Behold statesmen, councils,
powerful arnties, and see how Godwrouglu to
abase theprideofmen, and layhumangilJry in
the dust. " Testimonies to Ministers. l/2.

Other kingdoms represented by a vari-
ety ofsymbols such as metals, beasts, homs,
and kings, were also victims ofhuman pride
and selfishness. Men, be they rulers or
subjects, have pursued their own wills.

According to His Own Will

In our legitimate effort to expose the
identity of these wicked powers, we should
not overlook one basic thread they all had in
common-the ambition to follow their own
will to the ultimate. Here are someexamples:

"I saw the ram pushing westward,
and northward, and southward; so that no
beasts ntight stand before him, neither
was there any that could deliver out of his
hand; but he did according to his will,
and became great." Daniel 8:4.

"And a mighty king shall stand up,
that shall rule with great dominion, and

do according to his will. And when he
shall stand up, his kingdom shall be
broken, and shall be divided toward the
four winds of heaven." Daniel II :3-4.

Many students of Bible prophecy have
identified this power of verses 3 and 4 as
Alexander, the great Greek general, whose

selfishness, pride and intemperance led
him to suffer a premature death.

"Many falter and fall because of the
indulgence of a perverse temper. Alexander
and Caesar found it much easier to subdue a
kingdom than to rule their own spirits. After
conquering nations, the world's so-called
great men fell, one of them through the
indulgence of appetite, a victim of intem-
perance, the other through presumption and
mad ambition." Testimonies, vol. 4, 348.

Other Bible passages focus on the
ambitious will of the king of the north:

"So the king ofthe north shall come, and
cast up a mount, and take the most fenced
cities: and the arms of the south shall not
withstand, neither his chosen people, nei-
thershall there be any strength to withstand.
But he that cometh against him shall do
according to his own will, and none shall
stand before him: and he shall stand in the
glorious land, which by his hand shall be
consumed." Daniel II: 15-16.

"And the king shall do according to his
will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify
himself above every god, and shall speak
marvellous things against the God of gods,
and shall prosper till the indignation be
accomplished: for that that is determined
shall be done." Daniel II :36.

We may wrongly assume that these
passages do not pertain to us, that they ortly
describe political and historical powers.
However, we may participate in the same
spirit of these beasts and kings by seeking to
accomplish our own will rather than God's.

We are not any better than those evil
powers mentioned above when we tI)' to
aocomplish ourown will and ways. rather than
God's will as manifested in the Bible and the
SpiritofProphecy.When we knowingly persist
in refusing to bring needed changes and re-

fonos to ourmedical, evangelistic, administra-
tive, educational and printing institutions, we
are exalting selfoverGod.

We follow the spirit of the wicked powers
in the following ways: when we purposely
refuse to follow God's plan in the way of
eating, dressing, conversing, working, resting,

and so on; when we humiliate our spouses in
order to get our own will done; when we
manipulate people in order to exalt our own
views; or when we throw a temper tantrum at
home, at church or work because someone
does not see an issue as we see it.

We reflect the characterofthese beastsand
kings when we expel or exclude people from
comminees because they oppose our pet
projects, and ideas, and when we prohibit
people from reading literature not endorsed by
their regular or official channels, although the
reading material is biblically sound.

The prophet Isaiah understood well
how broadly men have followed their
own will when he said: "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way." Isaiah 53:6.

According to His Father's Will

Although all men have gone astray and
have turned to their own ways, I would like
now to introduce another King, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. Contrary to the
beasts and kings in the book of Daniel who
did according to their own will, the King of
kings, symbolized sometimes as the Lamb
of God, always acted in harmony with the
will of Jehovah.

"Yet it pleased the LoRD to bruise him;
he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the LoRD shall prosper in his
hand." Isaiah 53:10.

"The will of the Lord shall prosper in
his hand." Revised Standard Version

"By his hand shall the Lords will
advance." Berkeley.

Even before Christ took the nature of
fallen humanity, He chose and expressed
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Weare told by Inspiration that the
surrendering of our will to God is not an

easy attainment. "The warfare against self is the
greatest battle that was ever fought."

submission to do His Father's will. "Then
said I, Lo, I come (in the volumeof the book it
is wrinen of me,) 10 do thy will, 0 God, .
Then said he, La. I come 10 do thy will. 0
God. ... By the which willlVe are sQllclijied
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all." Hebrews LO:7-10.

At the age of twelve, as Joseph and Mary
Found Jesus after tl1ree painFul days ofsearch-
ing for Him, ,mel gave him a mild rebuke,
Christ's re5JX>TlSC reflected once again His

willing submission to God. His heavenly Fa-
ther. He said unto them: "How is it that ye
sought mc? wist yc not that I mUSI beaboUlmy
Father's business?" Luke 2:49.

Jesus, the King of kings, taught us to
do the Father's will:

"And it came to pass, that, as he was
praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one
of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to
pmy, as John also taught his diseipLes. And he
said Wlto thcm, When ye pmy, say,Our Father
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom corne. 771)' will be dOlle, as ill
heavel\ so ill earth." Luke II: 1-2.

Ouist also gave us the example that for
Him, His Hc..1vcnly Father'swill wassupreme:

"In the meanwhile his discipLes prayed
him, saying, Master, cal. But he said unto
thcm, I h£lvc meat to eat that ye know not
of. Therefore sairl the disciples one to
another, Hath any man brought him aught
to cat? Jesus saith lII1l0 them, My meat is
to do (he will ofHim that sent me, and to
finish his work." John 4:31-34.

"J can of mine O\VT1 self do nothing: as I
hear, I judge: and my judgment is because
I seek not mille 0\VT1 will, but the H'ill of the
Father which hath scnlmc." John 5:30.

"For I came down from heaven, not to
do mine olVn will, but the lVill ofhim that
sent me," John 6:38.

Even as our Saviour camc to the lasl
hours of His life, He always maimained
this attitude of submission 10 do His
heavenly Father's will:

.,And hewaswithdmwn from themabout a
stone's cast, and kneeLed down. and prnyed,
saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this
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cup from me: nevertheless nol my will, but
thille, be done," Luke 22:41-42.

Submission to God's will is a key to
make the devil flee away from us: "Submit
J'oflrselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you," Jamcs4:7.

Nevertheless, we are told by Inspirntion
that the surrenderingofourwill toGad is not an
C'lSYaltainment. "TIlewarf'arc agaillstself is the
greatest battlc that was ever fought. 1110 yield-
ing of self, surrendering all to the will of God

and being clothed with humility, possessing
tlllltiove tllllt is pure, peaceable, and easy to be
entreated, full of gentleness and good fiuits, is
not an easy attainment. And yet it is his
privilegeand hisdury to bea perfcctovereomer
here. 17lesou/mu,1}[ submit lO Godbefore it can
be renewed ill know/edge and true holiness.
11,e holy life andehameterofChrist is a faithhll
example. His confidence in His heavenly
Father W'dS lUllimitcd. His obedience and
submission were unreserved and perfect. He
came not to beministered unto, but to minister
to others. He came not to do His O\vn wiJI, but
the wiIJ of Him that scnt Him." reslimollies,
vol.3,I06-I07.

u/t is for YOil to yield up your will to
the wiLt of JeS/lS Christ; and as you do
this, God will immediately take posses-
sion, and work in you to will and to do of
His good pleasure. Your whole nalure
will then bc brought under the control of
lhe Spirit of Christ; and even your thoughts
will be subject to Him.... By yielding up
your will to Christ, your life will be hid
with Christ in God, and allied to the
power which is above all principalities
and powers. You will have strength from
God that will hold you fast to His strength;
and a new light, even the light of living
faith, will be possible to you. But your
will must cooperate with God's will. "
Messages to Young People, 152-153.

"As the will of man cooperates with
the will of God, it becomes omnipotent.
Whatever is to be done at His command
may be accomplished in His strength. ALI
His biddings arc enablings," Christ SOb-
ject Lessolls, 333.

In the lighl of our discussion, we must
seek "the Lord while he may be Found, call
ye upon him while he is nem: Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his Ihoughts: and let him return unto the
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and
10 our God, for he will abundantly pardon,"
Isaiah 55:6-7.
The Lord will gladly pardon our stub-

born and selfish wills if we arc willing to
forsake our own ways and thoughts and
submit our elltire being 10 His divine COI1-

trol. Then we will be prepared to pmy:
-Teach me to do thy will; for thou at1 my
God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land
of uprightness:' Psalm 143: 10.

A Warning and a Promise

In closing, J would like to point out that all
these beasts and kin!,'S, k'ingdoms and miers,
were ambitious to do their own will because
they loved the world and the tl1ings in it. Their
goaL \V'dS to serve self by grnsping as much of
the world as possible and hanging on to it as
long as JX)SSible. Babylon. Mcdo-Pcrsia,
Grecce, Rome, the Seleucids, tlle Ptolemys
sought to gain aU, through following theirO\VT1
will, but instead they Lost aLI. They all p;1SSCr!
away. However, thc King of kings mld Lord of
lords, who always sought to do His Father's
will, shall never pass away. He is alive! He is
the same yestercbly, today and forever. He will
come soon to redccm those who have leamcd
to submit themselves 10 the control of the Holy
Spirit on a day-by-<lay, moment-by-moment
basis.

In the light ofthesc facts, the words of
the apostle John take on a new meaning
for each of liS:

"Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. [f any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world. the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world, And the world passcth away, and the
lust thereof: but he tliat doetli the will oj
GodabidethJorCl·er." I John 2:15-17.

Let us not fail to learn from our study of
prophccy, one of its primary lessons-that
man's will must be laid in the dust and onLy
Gcx:I's will exalted. It is my prayer that we may
submit wholly to God and find a hoLy ple1lsure
as we go fonh to accomplish our heavenly
Father's will. Mayourexperience be: "I delight
tOdOtl1y will ,0myGod: yea, thy law iswithin
my heart." Psahn 40:8. 0
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The True Remedies-VI
Proper Diet

'"The diet affects both physical and
moral health'" Healfhful Liviug, 76.

"Is my diet such as will bring me in a
position where I can accomplish the great-
est amount of good?" Ibid., 78.

"Grains, fruits, nuts, and vegetables con-
stiMe the diet chosen for us by our Creator.
These foods, prepared in as simple and
natural a manner as possible, arc the most
healthful and nourishing. They impart a
strength, a power ofendurance. and a vigor
of intellect, that arc not afforded by a morc
complex and stimulating diet.·'COllnsels on
Dief alld Foods. 81.

"Fruits, grains, and vegetables, pre-
pared in a simple way, free from spice
and grease of all kinds, make, with milk
and cream, the most healthful diet. They
impart nourishment 10 the body, and give
a power of endurance and vigor of intel-
lect that arc not produced by a stimulat-
ing dict." Healfl!tul Living, 78.

"In the providence of God, every
country produces articles of food con-
taining the nourishment necessary for the
upbuilding of the system." Coullsels all
Diet and Foods, 94.

"People cannot all eat the same things.
Some anicles of food that are wholesome
and palatable to one person may be hurtful
to another. So it is impossible to make an
unvarying rule by which to regulate every-
one's dietetic habits." Healflr/1I1 Living, 78.

"A second meal should never be eaten
until the stomach has had time to rest
from the labor of digesting the preceding
meaL" Ibid., 84.

'''The must havecareful attention.
.. After it has done its work tor one meal. do
not crowd more work upon it before it has had
a chance to rest, and before a sufficient supply
ofgasuic juice is provided. Five hours at least
should be given between each meal, and
always rear in mind thm if you would give it a
hial, you would find two meals better than
tlll...." Ibid., 83-84.

"Most people enjoy better health while
eating two meals a day than three; others,
under their existing circumstances, may
require something to eat at supper time; but
this meal should be very light. Let no one
think himself a criterion for all, that every-
one must do exactly as he does" Ibid., 84.

The
Medical
MissionarlJ
Corner

"Christ stands before us as the-pa ern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Loma Linda Messages, 61.

"It is quite a common custom with the
people of the world to eat three times a day,
besides cating at irregular intervals between
mC<lls; the last meal is generally the most
hearty, is often taken just before retiring.
This is reversing thenatural order; ahearty meal
should never be taken so late in tl,e day. Should
these persons change their prdctice, and eat but
twomealsaday, and nothing betweenmeals,not
even ,m apple, a nut, or any kind of fruit, tile
result would lx: sccn in a gO<Xl appetite and
greatly improved health." Ibid.

"At mcaltime cast off care and taxing
thought Do not behurried, but eat slowlyand
with cheerfulness, your heart filled with grati-
tude to God for all His blessings." Ibid., 85.

"Some health refomlers arc constantly
worrying for fear their food, however sim-
ple and healthful, will hun thelll. To these
let me say, Do not think that your food is
going to hurt you; but when you have eaten
according to your best judgment, and have
asked the Lord to bless the food, believe
that He has heard your prayer, and be at
rest'" Ibid.

"In order to have healthy digestion, food
should be eaten slowly. Those who wish to
avoid dyspepsia, and those who realize the
obligation to keep all their powers in a
condition which will enable them to render
the best service to God, wi II do well to
remember this. If your time to eat is limited,
do not bolt your food, but eat less, and eat
slowly." Ibid.. 86.

"Eat slowly, and allow the saliva to
mingle with the food. The more liquid
there is taken into the stomach with the
meals, the more difficult it is for the food

to digest. ... The benefit you derive
from your food does not depend so
much on the quantity eaten, as on its
thorough digestion, nor the gratification
of the taste so much on the amount of
food swallowed as on the length of time
it remains in the mouth ..· Ibid., 86-87.

"Taken with meals, water diminishes
the flow of the salivary glands; and the
colder the water thc greater the injury to the
stomach. leewateror iccd Icmonade., drunk
with meals, will aTTest digestion until the
system has imparted sufficient wannth to
the stomach to enable it to mkc up its work
again." Ibid., 89-90.

"Food should not be washed down; no
drink is needed with meals. Eat slowly, and
allow the saliva to mingle with the food.
The morc liquid there is takcn into the
stomach with the meals, the more difficult
it is for the food to digest; for the liquid
must be first .... Hot drinks are
debilitating; and besides, those who in-
dulge in their use become slaves to the
habit. ... Do not c"tlargely of salt; give up
bottled pickles; keep fiery spiced food out
ofyour stomach; cal fruit with your meals,
and the irritation which calls for so much
drink will cease to exist. But if anything is
needed to quench tllirst, pure water, drunk
sonic little time before or afterameal, is all
that nature requires. ... Water is the best
liquid possible to cleanse the tissues."
Ibid., 90.

"I would advise all to take sometlling
wann into the stomach every morning at
least. You can do this without much labor.
You can make gmham gruel. If the graham
flour is too coarse, sift it. and whilc the
gruel is hot, add milk. This will make a
most palatable and healthful dish for the
campground. And if your bread is dry,
crumb it into the gruel, and it will be
enjoyed. I do not approve of eating much
cold food, for the reason that tl,e vitality
must be drawn from the system to wann the
food until it becomes of the same tempeld-
nlrc as the stomach before the work of
digestion can be carried on. Another very
simple yet wholesome dish is beans boiled or
baked. Dilute a portion of them \vith water,
add milk or cream, and make a broth; thc
bread can be lISed as in graham gmel.,-
Testimonies, vol. 2,603. 0

To be continued.
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Ethe first article of this series we
studied how God is behind the explo-
sion of knowledge in man's under-

standing of natural law. In the early days
of our church, the Lord instructed us to
train medical missionary nurses and MD
physicians to be the core of our health
work. This counsel was undoubtedly given
in part because, of all of the differing
types of health care workers, this class of
workers have best kcpt pace with the
God-ordained explosion of knowledge in
natural sciences-anatomy, physiology,
chemistry, biochemistry, and so on. As
science is discovering how the human
body is constructed and how it truly
functions in health and disease, many
physicians and nurses are adopting some
of the principles of health that are in
harmony with the revealed truth of the
Spirit of Prophecy and Scriptures. This
fact is demonstrated by the increasing
promotion of high-fiber diets, less animal
fat in the diet, exercise for the prevention
and treatment of disease, and so on.

Although our core medical missionaries
were to be trained nurses andMD physicians,
they were to be given the opportunity to know

the very best things done by other systems of
health care. After being trained in themost up-
to-date system of naturn! science, they were
then to adopt all methods of health care that
were in harmony, first, with Scripture and the
Spirit of Prophecy, and then with naturn!law.
The Spirit of the Lord counseled them, "You
are not justified in advocating one school
[system of health care] above the others, as
though it were theonly oneworthy ofrespect."
Pamphlets in the Caru:ardallce, no. 66, 40.

We have examples of how Ellen White
related to physicians and to the discoveries of
science in her day. Wheneversheor her family
were ill and needed professional assistance, she
tended to ask for help from those whowere the
most up-to-date in their knowledge of naturn!
law. As advances in modem medicine were
made, she related to them in apositiveway. She
repeatedly acknowledged the legitimate place
for surgery, which is frequently associatedwith
anesthetics. See Selected Messages, book 2,
284; Manuscript Releases, vol. 14,269-270.
She herself used or approved the use ofcoffee
(seeSelectedMessages, book2, 302-303) and
tea (see ibid, 302) ifneeded, for their medici-
nal effects. She personally received X-ray
treatments (see ibid., 303) for askin lesion. She

received and recommended smallpox vaccina-
tion. Ibid She spoke of the potential benefit of
blood transfusions. IbidWhenaskedabout the
use of quinine to save the life of a malaria
patient, she is quoted as Slating, "We are
expected to do the best wecan." Ibid, 282. She
also referred to "the intelligent use" of "some
simple hem;" "that at times are beneficial."
Ibid, 294. 111ese, of course, act upon the
human body as a medication through a physi-
ological effect.

Ellen White Slated that her occasional use
of"poisonous" tea as amedicine, but neverasa
beverage, was in hannony with her messages
from the Lord. "I do not preach one thing and
practiceanother. I do not present to my hearers
rules of life for them to follow while I make an
exceplion in my own case." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 302.

Her example reveals that she recognized
that methods ofdiagnosis and treatment based
on obedience to naturn! law can be a part of
Heaven's healthprogramwhen they areneeded
andwhen they are available. She related to the
development ofmodem teclmology in a posi-
tive way, resorting to it when it offered the best
results possible under the circumstances. Her
example reveals thatGodexpects us to prevent
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I f the sick and suffering will do only as well asthey know in regard to living out the
principles of health refonn perserveringly, then
they will in nine cases out of ten recover from
their ailments.

disease by healthful living. But if we do
become ill, He wants us to do for ourselves
what we can through the simple, naturnl rem-
edies. Ifwe need professional assistance, the
health professional is to improveour utilization
of the eight naturnl remedies. However, if
improvement is not made, it is not a dertial of
our faith in God's miracle-working power to
utilize more complex methods of diagnosis
and trealment to save life and prevent disabil-
ity, if these methods are based upon a knowl-
edge of, and obedience to, His naturnllaws.

As Seventh-<lay Adventists, we are accus-
tomed to being in the minority in regard to our
spiritual beliefs. We are used to standing for
lruth even when the majority go the otherway.
Thus, weseern to naturnlly choosetheminority
views, even in the areas ofscience.Wearefirst
to test all purported lruth bymeasuring it by the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. Beliefs
regarding naturnllaw are then to be measured
by the most widely accepted understanding of
naturnllaw. Wemay not agree with how sinful
man applies much of his knowledge of the
naturnl sciences, but we will accept the scien-
tific understandingofthemajority as to how the
human body operates in health and disease
unless it is contnuy to a "Thus saith the Lord."

All the differing interpretationsofanatomy,
physiology, and pathology in the mystical, as
well as the convential, methods of healtll care
have their supporters. All methods of hcalth
care will have at least some scientists and
physicians who will propose various possible
explanations as to how their chosen method of
diagnosis and health care is in "harmony"with
naturnllaw. Manypeople usesystemsofhealth
care, believing that in time scientific discover-
ies will show that their methods are based on
naturnllaw. The only way to know whether or
not a method ofdiagnosis and health caremay
be utilized in giving the third angel'smessage is
to know that it is in harmony with the Bible, the
Spirit of Prophecy, and the majority under-
standing of naturnl law, when that is not
contnuy to a "Thussaith the Lord." We should
avoid systems of diagnosis and trealment that
are not yet generally acknowledged as being in
hannony with naturnl law. This caution will
hclp to protect US from Satan's false systems,
which are mixtures of lruth and error and can
be themeansofSatan castinghis spell upon the
soul as well as the body.

Experience Not Reliable
Some will say that they have used

successfully, or they have observed others
use successfully, one or more methods of
diagnosis and trealment not yet acknowl-
edged as being in hannony with natural law.
They accept their successful personal or

observed "experience" as evidence of the
truthfulness of their methods. Experience
alone is not a safe guide in arriving at truth:

"Experience is said to be the best teacher.
Genuine experience is indeed valuable. But
habits and customs gird men and women as
with iron bands, and these false habits and
customs are generally justified by experi-
ence, according to the common understand-

ing of the word. Very many have abused
precious experience. They have clung to
their injurious habits, which are decidedly
enfeebling to physical, mental, and moral
health, and when you seek to instruct them,
they sanction their course by referring to
their experience. But true experience is in
harmony with nacurallaw and science. ...

"Genuine experience is a variety ofexperi-
ments entered into carefulJy, with the mind
freed from prejudice and uncontrolled by
previously established opinions and habits;
marking the results with careful solicitude,
anxious to learn, improve, and reform, on
every or any habit, if that habit is not in
harmony wich physical and moral Ia\\! With
some, the idea ofothelS gainsaying that which
they have leamedby experienceseems to them
to be folly and even cruelty itself. But there are
more errors received, and finnly retained,
under the false idea of experience, than from
any other cause; for this reason, that which is
generally tenned experience is no experience
at all, because there has never been a fair trial
by actual experiment and thorough investiga-
tion with a knowledgeofthe principle involved
in the action....

"Genuine experience is in hamlOny wich
tlze unchangeable principles ofllalure. Super-
stition, caused by diseased irnaginatiort, is
frequently in conflict with scienoe and prin-
ciple. And yet the unanswerable argument is
urged, 'I must be correct, for this is my
experience.' " HealIh Refarmer, 78-79. All
emphasis added unlessotherwise noted.

There are several reasons why personal
experienoe is not a reliable method of deter-
mining lruth in the health area. One is the
placebo elfect. It has been shown repeatedly
that if one believes in a method of treattnent,

sixty to seventy percent of the time he will feel
benefited by that trealment. Also, if one does
not have faith in a given trealment, hewill feel
that he is worse sixty to seventy percent of the
time after receiving that treatment Another
confounding factor is that most illnesses get
better regardless ofthe treatment given. A third
confusing factor is that usually more than one
treatment is given at a time-such as a change

in diet, rest, increased fluids, poultices, herbs,
ormedication.Thus,without controlledstudies
it is almost impossible to determine whether or
not a given treattnent is beneficial, neutral, or
counterpn:xiuctive-for the patient recovers in
spiteof the trealments. Ifweare using methods
of health care that we know are in harmony
with divine revelation and natural law, then we
can thankGod for the results and not beoverly
conoemed about determining which remedy
had which effect. It is too easy to give excess
credit to the remedy and not enough to Ged
who has worked through His naturnl means to
bring about the healing.

Divine Guidance

Because of the Spirit ofProphecy, we as
Seventh-<lay Adventists have a tremendous
advantage over the world in knowing ben-
eficial and true methods of health care. We
are told that after proper instruction in
healthful living has been given, "If the sick
and suffering will do only as well as they
know in regard to living out the principles of
health reform perseveringly, then they will
in nine cases out of ten recover from their
ailments." Medical Ministry, 224. Thus, the
true remedies of"pure air, sunlight, abstem-
iousness, rest, exercise, proper diet, the use
of water, trust in divine power" (MiniSTry of
Healing, 127), along with perhaps charcoal,
poultices, massage, simple manipulation,
and simple herbs applied in intelligent and
rational ways, will get us over the vast
majority of our illnesses. The above refer-
ence from Medical Ministry, 224, also tells
us that there will always bea small percent-
age of illnesses that will not be cured by the
simple remedies.
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Tn these last days Satan is appealing ... to our
Lenses and to our "experiences" to lead us to
live and work in disobedience to truth as written
by God's hand in Scripture, the Spirit of
Prophecy, and the physical world.

Some of the above ten percent who are
not cured by the simple remedies will
respond to the more complex methods of
treaUnenl. 111e methods chosen should be
the most widely ackllowledged as being
rational remedies-that is, in hannony with
natural law and divine revelation.

Writing in the Review alld Herald of
October II, 1898, Mrs. E. G. White quoted
ule following repon of Elder H. C. Lacey
regarding the nurses' tr3ining at Avondale

School. ""'n conneclion with the other work
undenaken by our school, therc has been
organized this year a special department of
physiology and hygienc. This depanment
offers to thc studcnt the me(lns of acquiring
a practical knowledgeof the workings of the
wonderful mcchanism of thc human body,
and fumishes an opportunity of becoming
acquclintcd with themos{ approvedmethods
in me ra/iollal treaUTIent of disease. TI,e
study of anatomy, the fonn and structure of
the body; of physiology, me use and func-
tions of the various organs; and of hygiene,
the laws that underlie their healthful activi-
ties, is pursued from a biblical andscientific
point of view.

"The object we have before us is the
qualifying of laborcrs to cngage in the all-
round work of the third angel's message."

A practice which we need to avoid is
that of overusing, and thus misusing, the
more complex remedies of modem tech-
nology. Rather than put fonh the effon
and time to restore our organs to their
normal function through the simple, natu-
ral remedies readily available to all, we
impatiently rush to the doctor desiring a
prescription medication to give us a quick
curc. This approach is not in harmony
with the counsels from the Lord; neither
is it in harmony with good science.

Satan first deceived Eve by getting her
to believe her senses and her "experience."
After perceiving no evil results from touch-
ing the fruit, she proceeded to tuste of it. "It
was gratefullo the taste, and as she ate, she
seemed to/eel a vivifying power, and imag-
ined herselfentcring upon a higher statc of
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existence." Patriarchs and Prophers, 56.
Her "experience" in opposition to a direct
"Thus saith the Lord" was then used to
mislead Adam into error and disobedience.
See Health Reformer, 80. Ulese last days
Satan is appealing, and will continue to
appeal, to our senses and to our ""experi-
ences" 10 lead us to live and work in
disobedience to truth as written by God's
hand in Scripture, the Spirit of Prophecy,
and U1C physical world.lfSalUn can get us to

base our health message and practice on an
"cxperience" that is contrary to a "Thus
saith the Lord" in the natural world, he
knows that sooner or later he will find it
much easier to get us to go contrary to a
"Thus saith the Lord" in other areas. Be-
cause a method of health care gives seem-
ingly good results is not evidence that it is
based on truth and is thus safe to use. The
closer we get to Satan's personation of
Christ, the morc crucial it becomes that we
are certain that our practices and messages
arc in harmony with truth and that they arc
not a mere reflection ofour "experience," or
Ulat of omcrs.

Emphasize Rational Remedies

There arc theories which are not safe
for us to handle. We must base our faith
upon ule "Thus S<1ith the Lord" of the
Bible, Spirit of Prophecy, and the true
sciences of nature.

"Theories will be brought in that it will
not be wise for us to handle. Satan is a
cunning worker, and he will bring in subtlc
fallacies to darken and confuse the mind and
root out the doctrines of salvation....

"The man who makes the working of
miracles the test of his faith will find that
Satan can, through a species of decep-
tions, perform wonders thm will appear
to be genuine miracles...

"Let not the days pass by and precious
opportunitics bc lost of seeking the Lord
with all the heart and mind and soul. If we
accept not the truth in the love of it, we
may be among the number who will see

the miracles wrought by Satan in these
last days, and belicve them. Many strange
things will appear as wonderful miracles,
whieh should be regarded as deceptions
manufactured by the father of lies:' Se-
lecled Messages, book 2, 53.

The miracle-working abilities of Sa-
tan and his agents will necessitate our
emphasizing the natural remedies that are
effective because they are working through
obedience to the natural laws of Christ,
the Creator, rather than the supernatural,
miracle-working power used by Christ in
His ministry on earth:

""The way in which Christ worked was to
preach the Word, and to relieve suffering by
miraculous works of healing. But l am
instructed that wc cannot now work in this
way, for Satan will exercise his power by
working mirnclcs. God's servants today
could not work by means of miracles,
because spurious works of healing, claim-
ing to be divine, will be wrought

"For this reason thc Lord has marked
out a way in which His people arc to carry
forward a work of physical healing, com-
bined with the teaching of the Word. Sani-
tariums arc to be established, and with these
institutions are to be connected workcrs
who will carry forward genuine medical
missionary work. Thus a guarding influence
is thrown around those who come to the
sanitariums for trcatment.

"111is is me provision ule Lord has made
whereby gospel medical missionary work is to
be done for many souls." Ibid., 54.

Part of our task in the giving of the three
angels' messages to every kindred, nation,
tongue, and people is to teach natural law and
to encourage obedience to it SeeCOlinsels 011
Heal/h, 21. We are to lcad me people in ule
application of the simple, rational-in hac-
IllOIlywithnat.urdi law-rCTlledics.GOO'sbk$ing
will be upon sueh work and it wiU lcad to
supematural results. God's end-time mirncles
will be largely related to His blessing in 1hc use
ofsimple, rational remedies.

"God's miracles do not always bear the
outward scmblance of miracles. Often mey
arc brought about in a way which looks like
the natural course of events. When we pray
for the sick we also work for them. We
answer our own prayers by using the rem-
edies within our reach. Watcr, wisely ap-
plicd, is a most powerful remedy, As it is
used intelligently, favorable results are seen.
God has given us intelligence, and He
desires us to make the most of His health-
giving blessings. We ask that God will give
bread to the hungry; we arc then to act as His
helping hand in relieving hunger. We are to
use every blessing God has placed within



It is a power which will yet work with all signs
and lying wonders-with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness, Mark the influence of these
sciences, dear reader, for the conflict between
Christ and Satan is not yet ended.

our reach for the deliverance of those in
danger.

"Natural means, used in accordance
with God's will, bring about supernatural
results. We ask for a miracle, and the
Lord directs the mind 10 some simple
remedy. We ask to be kept from the
pestilence that walketh in darkncss, that
is stalking wilh such power through the
world; we are then to cooperate with
God, observing the laws of health and
life. Having done all that we possibly can,
we are to keep asking in faith for health
and strength. We are to eat that food
whieh will preserve the health of the
body.

"God gives us no encouragement that
He will do for us what we can do for
ourselves. Natural laws are to be obeyed.
We are not to fail of doing our part. God
says to us, 'Work out your own salvation
with fear and t.rcmbling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.' Philippians 2: 12-13.

'"We cannot disregard the laws of nature
without disregarding the laws of God. We
cannot expect the Lord to worka miracle for
us while we neglcct the simple remedies He
has provided for our usc, which aplly and
opportunely applied, will bring about a
miraculous rcsult. lllerefore, pray, believe,
and work." Seventh-day Advel1lisl Bible
COII/mentary, vol. 7,938-939.

Unsafe Health Care

Even though we may be benefited
temporally by using health care methods
unapproved by God, in the end there will
be irrecoverable loss:

"Those who give themselves up to the
sorcery or Satan may boast of great benefit
received thereby, but docs this prove their
course to be wise or :::;afe? What if life
should be prolonged? What if temporal gain
should be secured? Will it pay in the end to
disregard the will ofGod? AU such apparent
gain will prove at last an irrecoverable loss.
We cannot with impunity break down a
single barrier which God has erected to
guard His people from Satan's power."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 199.

We arc not justified in looking beyond
the Illost widely accepted understandings of
the sciences of anatomy, physiology, bio-
chemistry, and so on, to treatment
with othor explanations of how the body is
constructed and how it functions in health
and disease. Neither arc we justified in the
usc of mcthodologies which are not widely
acknowledged to work in obedience with
the natural laws of the Creator. We have

more than enough to keep uS busy in the use
of the remedies for which we have a clear
"Thus saith the Lord." It is not safe to trust
in health care providers who have not the
fear of God and whose practices are con-
trary to the laws of life or natural law:

"It is not safe to trust to physicians
who have not the fear of God before
them. Without the innuence of divine
grace the hearts of men arc 'deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked.'
Jeremiah 17:9. Self-aggrandizement is their
aim. Under the cover of the medical
profession what iniquities have been con-
cealed, what delusions supported! The
physician may claim to possess great
wisdom and marvelous skill, when his
character is abandoned and his practice
contrary to ti,e laws of life." Ibid., 194.

When we tamper with spiritualism or
hypnosis, in any of their many forms, we
lose contra] of our will at great peril to
our eternal wel1-being;

""Tn this degencrate age Satan holds
control over mortals who depart from the
right, and venture upon his ground. He
exercises his power upon such in an alann-
ing manner.... They do not mean r.o enter
deep into this work, but such J..."ow not what
they arc doing. They arc venturing on the
devil's ground, and arc tempti.ng him to
control them. This powerful destroyer con-
siders such his lawful prey, and will exercise
his power upon them, and that against their
will. When they wish to control themselves

they cannol. They yielded their mind to
Satan and he holds them captive, and he will
not release his claims. No power can deliver
the ensnared soul but the power of God, in
answer to the earnest prayers of his faithful
followers." Review and Herald, February
18. 1862.
There may be no apparent harm from

lIsing t.he methods promoted by Satan,
but they have yet to show their full colors
for the great controversy is not over:

"And while those who are devoted to
these sciences laud them to the heavens
because of the great anel good works which

they affirm are wrought by them, they link
know what a power for evil they are cherish-
ing; but it is a power which will yet work
with all signs and lying wonders-with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness. Mark
the influence of these sciences, dear reader,
for the confl ict between Christ and Satan is
not yet ended." Selected Messages, book 2,
351-352.

Yes, indeed, Satan has comc down as i;J

roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.
He comes with all subtleness to deceive, ifit
were possible, the very elecl. His agents
claim that their methods work tilfough the
inherent powers of the mind, the energy
currents of t.he body, or through energy
fields or magnetism. We need to avoid al]
such methods, for they do not work, or
possibly do not work, because ofobedience
to natural law. Thus, they are likely to be a
"miracle" of Satan by which he is casting his
spell upon the soul as well as the body.

Satan approaches liS in a hidden man-
ner. He works marvelously upon the bod-
ies of those who tend to do his bidding.
He works especially to deceive, if pos-
sible, the very elect.

'·Satan is preparing his deceptions,
that in his last campaign against the people
of God they may not understand that it is
he. 2 Corinthians II: 14: 'And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light.'

"He is too cunning to come openly,
boldly, with his tcmptations; for then the

drowsy energies of the Christian would
arouse, and he would rely upon the strong
and mighty Deliverer. But hc comes in
unperceived, and works in disguise t.hrough
the children of disobedience who profess
godliness.

·"Satan will go to the extent of his
power to harass, tempt, and mislead God's
people.

<'<In a marvelous manner will he affect
the bodies of those who are naturally
inclined to do his bidding:· Testimonies.
vol. 1,341.-342.

Continued 011 30
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The Sacredness of Vows

themselves to the service of the LoRD,
they were obliged to adhere strictly to His
service, according to the of the
vow. The same was true when they
pledged their children to a sacred service
as in the case of Hannah and Samuel. "So
Hannah rose up after they had eaten in
Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli
the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the
temple of the LORD. And she was in
bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the
LORD, and wept sore. And she vowed a
vow, and said, 0 LORD of hosts, if thou
wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine
handmaid, and remember me, and not
forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto
thine handmaid a man child, then 1 will
give him unto the LORD all the days of his
life, and there shall no razor come upon
his head.... But Hannah went not up; for
she said unto her husband, 1 will not go
up until the child be weaned, and then I
will bring him, that he may appear before
the LORD, and there abide for ever. ...
Therefore also 1 have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent
to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD
there." 1 Samuel 1:9-11,22,28.

Samuel was her only child and it was
a great sacrifice to give him lip to the
service of the temple from his early boy-
hood days, but if she had failed, the
nation would have been deprived of the
service of one of the greatest prophets
and judges who ever lived. Hanna ful-
filled her vow.

VOW, and pay unto the LORD your
God: let all that be round about
him bring presents unto him that

ought to be feared." Psalm 76: II. "Come,
vow and pay the LORD your God. . . .
Bring gifts to honor Him."-Fenton.

"For thou, 0 God, hast heard my
vows: thou hast given me the heritage of
those that fear thy name.... So willi sing
praise unto thy name for ever, that I may
daily perform my vows." Psalm 61 :5, 8.
"For thou hearest my vows, 0 God, thou
grantest the desire of reverent men. And I
will ever sing thy praise, paying my vows
through all my days." Moffatt. A vow is a
"pledge;" it is "a solemn promise espe-
cially to God; an engagement solemnly
entered into, to adopt a certain course of
life, pursue a definite end, observe some
moral precept, or surrender oneself to a
higher life of holiness." Such a vow is
made by every person who becomes a
Christian. When we take on the name of
Christ we solemnly promise to be like
Christ. When we experience the new

birth we enter into a pledge to live the
new life. It is our duty to make such vows
and it is also our duty to sacredly keep
them.

Exodus Movement

"When thou shalt vow a vow unto the
LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay
it: for the LORD thy God will surely
require it of thee; and it would be sin in
thee. But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it
shall be no sin in thee. That which is gone
out of thy lips thou shalt keep and per-
form; even a freewill offering, according
as thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy
God, which thou hast promised with thy
mouth." Deuteronomy 23:21-23.

Here we are told that it is a sin to
make a vow unto the LORD and not pay it.
This includes oral vows "promised with
thy mouth." The Lord made every effort
to teach the Israelites that their promises
to both God and man should be sacredly
kept. If men or women vowed to devote

Money Vows

"And Moses spake unto the heads of
the tribes concerning the children of Is-
rael, saying, This is the thing which the
LORD hath commanded. If a man vow a
vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to
bind his soul with a bond; he shall not
break his word, he shall do according to
all that proceedeth out of his mouth."
Numbers 30: 1-2.
Then follows instruction that the

money vows or pledges made by children
are void unless ratified by express or tacit
consent of their parents. If the father
holds his peace when he hears of the vow
of his child his silence confirms the pledge
and it is binding. If he immediately disal-
lows the pledge, the vow is made void
and the Lord releases the son or daughter
from paying it. The same is true regard-
ing the vows of married women without
the knowledge and consent of their hus-
bands. When he learns of the vow of his
wife, he can confirm it by his silence or

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Tay1or Bunch
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Every Seventh-day Adventist should make
the same vow Jacob made.... All who

observe the Sabbath and thus recognize God as the
Creator should also pay tithe and recognize Him as
the Possessor of the heavens and the earth.

annul it diSa:llQ",ing il. In the case. ofa
diSallo,,,,<:d lbe promise is, And
till> 1k0!.U»",ill thaI is, release

lbe 'lets<> lZ-

Sacred Obligalion

ma.@to>th<l>ILl>J:diate<saer<:dandtherefore
billlllilg: and! sOOlld oot be de-
f<lJil:<:d OIl" J?ijll off.. tOO,u a
v.O,w. UD.lP> d;of""-!WI t<1> il; foc he
balh 0.0, W, fooJs:, thaI ",hkh
!h.olll bastt v.ow.c:.dl. Be.llq is il thai thQu

v.ow, arnli 0.01 SlJffi:ltoot thy mooth to,
th!5 fJl:sb> ro, sin:; ocitbJ:Jt thou
thl:- thai i.l w.as. "'"

sh.oullJi God! be at
v.oilll:l, andl tfu:: "'Olk: of
h.nds:"'·Ell.<lJilsiilSllOS;S::¢r&
llhl:: v.ow; sliQ.uldl be pllllfotme.di ",bile

thll: olio t1l!l' is st:iJ.l fu:sh
andlslfonfl! iil,OUl·rttin.ds. the< Illpse> of

shQuldl le.ad] us. of the<
IlfQlJ\iSltotte.\('lJIldl:/1)j that t1l!l' was.

giN<:tll IbiS; sh.ouldi
nptl be d.l:lnl:: is. the. l1J>edi lias. 11.<>
pltl.asurltin,foolS;; tha4is;

'lOt"". 'IOte.!ll aJIe:w,
d.I.trl$S"mnklt]j lle.1'/l11 V.Oll($" andl 'Idle.!ll th<l>
d.anll,e.rr is, unst;, ne.lllil.c.4 andl be<:ali:
ana[!;Q4I!l(toy,eJrthe.:higlle.S4follilj,.w,thfult-
inll( t(:l) anal elil.'le.ir;,e.: the ;,\\II,_in!!,
anaIMmill,htDly@P<!I:'·€rudlms.

MRSlI 'IOteJll
we.: ",re.: in) se.rjpUs. lfPupll:: or,' fiutilll!'

danl;.e.t,·.l1orr thi., is, '"
te..llIp,latjon) to) fpr&,e.tt thll: v.ow as. so.o", as;
tIlll: dange.rr is, Ov,llrr apell thl:' elil.Jir;,e.l'/lne.e
"'cAol1!p'lishC!!l. !Sltl th= also,
b ll,l\t01O" ."IjwjUIg,o,inlllJth
hpU§e.. thee.
mY) vPWI;,,'IOtic.hll1!)lliP,S-hay,e.:utte..r,edI.ltnl!]
mY)· mou\h, Ql\\h, sp'oke.n;. whellJ II was. illJ

\\\he.n, the:.:men,wno,m"nn<:d.! tIlll:shill>
on, whic,li, Jpll"", w1\S, f1ee.inll( frQrn, d.IlW,
had \Castl hin\) oY-O:JQol\rd.J, "thlen, me.ri,
f""",e.9ithlloilo\UlJ<:xc.<te.dingJy,.3I!<lJoffc:.r<:d.!
a, sacliHC<:.- UIllo, the. !loRD,. anclJ malle.
VO\>is., It II!',.WJ1etheJrth=V,OW5-

wlloare.:nplttoJ<lJ.WJliIc:.
\>i<\$.,ifll the.: l\e!1y., oft thllo QI::

brR UIl,·
l1"idJvows.,l\!\djP,!'QIllise.<l.i to, lhltrnl iff

i rhifll\ j-9).
GOOjd«Hvl'.!'e.9J himl ","41 Joll\\h, Iw», hi5-

I tile.. 'I1a.l1.llo while.:
\>ie, ,illnl\:Ru..\l,l.e. arlC:b.4I'il.il\!j::w'tshRll!l1l

he carefullest in a time ofemotional
excitement or sudden fear or passion we
make rash vows which may he difficult or
virtually impossible of fulftllment. A vow
should be made deliherately and calmly
with the knowledge that we have the
power to perform it. If the fulfillment of a
financial vow is uncertain it is perfectly
proper to make the pledge conditional

upoo c.ootinuance of the present in-
o.r- upon lbe expectation ofmoney

to. 00 11 is no! wrong 10 make
w,ws" in> i\ isour duty tomake them.

admonition is to reoo!!!'ke their sa-
e.ted andi Ii>i:ndIiIlg nature and he careful.

andi rational made in the
of' are 0flen ignored after the
is

Jacob's Vow

J:a&oo, a sa)'ing, If
<1>.od! ",ilJI be.with me, andwillli:<:ep roe in

wall' t!lat] and! will me bread
!P, eat- and! ra.it:o.eo.! to, put 0a" SQ that I

tbJ:lll shaJJi tfu:: l!Ji>!.U» be my (;<xl: And this
S!POlll. w.bicliJ ] set f01t 3l piJ.l3.r; shall
be· b.o.use:: and!0fall thai thou shalt

m.e ] \\li1I1 sw:eLy the tenth unto,
t/Je.e.,:," <1iJ:/l<:Sis.2'&:2.0J-.22,.

J.aCl.Qo,was. in serious twuble and! only
Hebad! his

fath<:tt andl Sl!i>leJll Ii.Ls bcolher's
fi:om. w.hose wath, be-was; n0,W

flec:.ing,.1n> IUs, hdi/i.essn= = him-
se.lli·oQ; I1l>cdl. andi tfu:: l!Ji>edi bad! give.n
him,..r.<:.malll<aph::deeaJJll_ea.lfug: to> Ii.i:m
thl:' on·r,edeml?!i.b", w, tfu:: of 3l

oft",III millg,$" v.o.w.<:ell thaIi. woold!
re.lUmlJ to, l;ijm, tile. the

ti his,p'r.omiseand!t1l!l' IWed!
g,Qy.e.:him) 'IOta.qheasWfOo'anl!! IJlI>re: IP<>•.
!tIis, Q.hnrl\e.te:tt w.as, transfonme.dJ as the

offllis,<:1<P,e.rde.ne.ll' wjlh the all
broo11;:he'was,rec.on<;ile.dl to>his, anglll'

brQthltr" andl b.e<;llme: the' !'albe:'" oli' the
oft· IsrJle:I\. llhe.' poomiSlt to,

Jacob included the new earth. See Gen-
esis 31:13.
Every Seventh-day Adventist should

make the same vow Jacob made. All will,
who get a clear view of the plan of
salvation and who recognize God as the
owner of all things. All who observe the
Sabbath and thus recognize God as the
Creator should also pay tithe and recog-

nize Him as the Possessor of the heavens
and the earth. The Lord will honor such a
vow with rich blessings in this life and
with an inheritance in the earth made
new. One of the greatest promises in the
Bible is made to faithful tithe JllIyers:

from the days of your fathers
ye are gone away from mine ordinances,
and have not kept them. Return unto
me, and I will return unto you, saith the
LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein
shall we return? Will a man rob God?
Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say,
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes
and offerings, Ye are cursed with a
curse: for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be
meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, seith the LORD of hosts, if I
"'ill nol open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to
receive it. And I will rebuke the de-

for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your ground; nei-
ther sh3lll your cast her fruit before

time in the field, seilh the LORD of
hosts, And all nations shall call you
blessed: f01' ye shall be a delightsome
land. seilh the L0RJi> of hosts. Malachi

Most ofyou made that vow and
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Y our baptismal vow is sacred and binding. In
it you promised to forsake the world and

all its foolishness and follies and cling to Christ
alone till death.... Are you loyal, or are you
drifting and breaking your baptismal vows?

Vow of Zacchaeus

"And Jesus entered and passed through
Jericho. And, behold, there was a man
named Zacchaeus, which was the chief
among the publicans, and he was rich.
And he sought to see Jesus who he was;
and could not for the press, because he
was little of stature. And he ran before,
and climbed up into a sycamore tree to
see him: for he was to pass that way. And
when Jesus came to the place, he looked
up, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down;
for to day I must abide at thy house. And
he made haste, and came down, and
received him joyfully. And when they
saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he
was gone to be guest with a man that is a
sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said
unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have
taken any thing from any man by false
accusation, I restore him fourfold. And
Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation
come to this house, forsomuch as he also
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which
was lost." Luke 19: 1-10. "Here and now,

Master, I give half my property to the
poor, and if I have unjustly exacted money
from any man, I pledge myself to repay to
him four times the amount." Weymouth.

Zacchaeus made this vow to Jesus in
the presence of the multitude who were
munnuring because Jesus was accepting
the hospitality of one they considered a
"'notorious sinner." Restitution is one of
the chief evidences of genuine conver-
sion; it is one of the fruits meet for
repentance. When genuine Christianity
begins, all dishonesty ends. Zacchaeus
kept his vow although it left him a poor
man in material wealth, but immensely
rich in happiness and spiritual treasure.
Poverty of soul is a far greater calamity
than material poverty. Getting what our
depraved appetites and passions lust for
at the price of dishonesty brings "Iean-

26 Our Firm Foundation March 1996

ness to the soul." The price is too great
for such meager results.

All Obligations Are Vows

There are those who are unwilling to
make even conditional pledges to the sup-
pert of the church when they are constantly
making vows to their fellow men. Every
financial obligation and promise is a vow.
This includes the montltly rent or payments
on a contract and all other weekly, monthly
or yearly payments or obligations, such as
telephone, light, water, gas, coal, grocery
and other bilis. We cannot do business
without making promises or vows to our
fellow men and it is proper that we should
do so providing we pay them and refuse to
enter into any arrangement that we cannot
live up to. This is where the instruction of
Deuteronomy 23:21-23 and Ecclesiastes
5:4-6, especially applies. Why should we
be so willing to make SO many vows for our
own benefit and then refuse to make pledges
to finance God's cause? Such a course is
inconsistent and unfair to others who are
bearing the burdens in a businesslike man-
ner.

"Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour,
neither rob him: the wages of him that is
hired shall not abide with thee all night
until the morning." Leviticus 19:13.

"Thou shalt not oppress an hired ser-
vant that is poor and needy, whether he be
of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that
are in thy land witltin thy gates: At his day
thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall
the sun go down upon it; for he is poor,
and setteth his heart upon it: lest he cry
against thee unto the LORD: and it be sin
unto thee." Deuteronomy 24: 14-15.
"Woe unto him that buildeth his house

by unrighteousness, and his chambers by
wrong; that useth his neighbour's service
without wages, and giveth him not for his
work." Jeremiah 22:13.

These Scriptures show that all who
employ others for any kind of service and

promise payment at a certain time are
bound by the sacred obligations of a vow
or pledge which should be strictly kept. A
person has no right to employ another or
others unless they are able to pay their
wages. If there is any uncertainty about
the time of payment it should be made
known to the person employed before he
begins his services. This is strict Chris-
tian honesty and should be carefully ad-
hered to by all Christians.

A genuine Christian should faithfully
live up to his or her marriage vows: "'Do
you covenant to live together in the rela-
tion of husband and wife, forsaking all
others, promise to love, cherish and pro-
tect each other in sickness and in health;
clinging to each other in adversity as well
as in prosperity until death shall separate
you?" Are you husbands and wives strictly
loyal to that marriage vow which is sa-
cred and binding?

Your baptismal vow is sacred and
binding. In it you promised to forsake the
world and all its foolishness and follies
and cling to Christ alone till death. Those
who are baptized into this movement
thereby vow to be loyal to the principles
and teachings of the message, which is
God's special message for this time. Are
you loyal, or are you drifting and break-
ing your baptismal vows?

Condition of Eternal Life

"Ifthe wicked restore the pledge, give
again that he had robbed, walk in the
statutes of life, without committing iniq-
uity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.
None of his sins that he hath committed
shall be mentioned unto him: he hath
done that which is lawful and right; he
shall surely live." Ezekiel 33: 15-16.

Only those who make full restitution
for dishonest dealings and who "restore
the pledge" or pay their vows to both God
and man are promised eternal life. The
seriousness of breaking a promise or
pledge is illustrated in the experience of
Ananias and Sapphira. See Acts 5: I-II.
They pledged the entire proceeds of a
piece of property and then withheld part
of the price and the Lord visited upon
them terrible judgments for refusing to
pay their vow.

The last days are to be characterized
by laxity in paying vows and meeting
obligations. It is a generation of "'liars"
and "'trucebreakers" or covenant break-
ers. They do not keep their promises.



Wemust have new and deeper convictions
on this subject. The conscience must be

aroused, and the matter receive earnest attention;
for an account must be rendered to God in the
last day, and fS claims must be settled.

Sacred and Binding

"At stated periods, in order to pre-
serve the integrity of the law, the people
(of ISTael) were interviewed as to whether
they had faithfully perfonned their vows
or not. A conscientious few made returns
to God of about one third of all their
income for the benefit of religious inter-
ests and for the poor.... There must be
an awakening among us as a people upon
this matter. There are but few men who
feel conscious-stricken if they neglect
their duty in beneficence. But few feel
remorse of soul because they are daily
robbing God. . . . There are many ne-
glected vows and unpaid pledges, and yet
how few trouble their minds over the
matter; how few feel the guilt of this
violation of duty. We must have new and
deeper convictions on this subject. The
conscience must be aroused, and the mat-
tcr receive earnest attention; for an ac-
count must be rendered to God in the last
day, and His claims must be settled."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 467-468.

"Although no visible marks of God's
displeasure follow the repetition of the
sin of Ananias and Sapphira now, yet the
sin is just as heinous in the sight of God,
and will as surely be visited upon the
transgressor in the day of judgment; and
many will feel the curse of God even in
this life. When a pledge is made to the

cause, it is a vow made to God, and
should be sacredly kept. In the sight of
God it is no better than sacrilege to
appropriate to our own use that which has
been once pledged to advance His sacred
work.

"When a verbal or written pledge has
been made in the presence of our breth-

I
ren, to give a certain amfunt, they are the
visible witnesses of a cpntract made be-
tween ourselves and G9d. The pledge is
not made to man, but tal God, and is as a
written note given to a "pighbor. No legal
bond is more binding the Christian
for the payment of money, than a pledge
made to God. I

"Persons who thus Ipledge to their
fellow-men, do not g"l'erally think of
asking to be released fr<!>m their pledges.
A vow made to.God, he Giver of all

favors, is of still greater importance; then
why should we seek to be released from
our vows to God? Will man consider his
promise less binding because made to
God? Because his vow will not be put to
trial in courts of justice, is it less valid?
Will a man who professes to be saved by
the blood of the infinite sacrifice of Jesus

Christ, 'rob God'? Are not his vows and
his actions weighed in the balances of
justice in the heavenly courts?" Ibid.,
469-470.

Let us join the Psalmist in saying:
"My praise shall be of thee in the great
congregation: I will pay my vows before
them that fear Him." "I will pay my vows
unto the Lord now in the presence of all
His people." Psalms 22:25; 116: 18 0

t Hope International

available on

I

Helping Americans Prevent
America's Diseases

Video-two tapes, only $25.00 per set
Audio-ten tapes, only $25.00 per set

See page 3 for shipping and sales tax
information.

Topies:

Consequences ofFatigue
The Protein Myth
Tune Up Your Diet
Sugar, Your Sweet Enemy
Fat! And You-parts 1, 2, and 3
Walk! Don't Run
Drink Your Water
Sunshine in the Fresh Air

Health Emphasis Week
RECENTLY, Dr. Phil
week at our Eaton . e headquar-
ters and shared with us a series of
messages on health "fiCh are espe-
cially important as ve enter the
closing scenes of thi earth's his-,
tory. Dr. Collins hol1s a Ph.D. in
Health Science froml Lorna Linda
University and is a educator
employed by Park Ridge (SDA) Hos-
pital in 'orth Carolinh. These mes-
sages are a rich sourde of scientific
docwnentation of the 'alidity of our

health refonn message. Indeed, we have nothing of which to be
ashamed in the inspired messages of health as fOWld in e Bible and
the Spirit ofProphecy.

You can now obtain these ten presentations,
VHS video tapes or audio cassettes.
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The ChristianWarfare
H ALLY, my brethren, be strong in

the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the wbole annour of

God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against prin-
cipalities, against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in higb places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole annour
of God, that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand." Ephesians 6:10-13.

Every Christian must take a part in the
warfare against sin. The enemies of God

would crush His Law. They hate it be-
cause it reproves their sins. A profligate
man once said that he wished all evi-
dences of the truth to be destroyed; for
they were so convincing that they could
not be controverted. So today many cry,
"Away with the Law of God!" for the
same reason that the Jews, in condemning
Jesus, cried, "Away with this man!" The
Word of God rebukes iniquiry, and His
Law condemns the lawbreaker. "Sin is the
transgression of the law," John declares.
I John 3:4. The Law is the sin-detector,
and therefore the very mention of the
Commandments of God stirs up the evil

attributes of him who is willfully sinning
against God.

A single mention of God's Law is a
sting to the conscience of such men. A
single sentence of Holy Writ, which ex-
presses the binding claims and the inunu-
tability of the Law of God, drives them
beside themselves with rage. The words,
"The law of the loRD is perfect, convert-
ing the soul" (psalm 19:7); "Then shall I
not be ashamed, when I have respect unto
all thy commandments" (chapter 119:6);
"Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law" (verse
18), cause them to be stirred to madness.
They make no such prayer, but close the
eyes of their understanding, lest they
shall see, and be convinced and con-
verted.

During our recent camp meeting at
Adelaide, two men took their stand on the
street just outside the entrance to the
camp ground, and preached against the
truth. They were men who had before
fought like tigers against the truth, and
had exulted in their supposed victory; and
now the evidence for the truth was so
strong that they wished to storm it down.
They interrupted the meetings, and made
a tirade against the truth. The people
were indignant at these interruptions; they
wished to hear what was said in the tent;
and fmally the police took the matter in
hand, and there were no more outbreaks.
But though these disorderly elements were
at work, we knew that the Lord had a
work to be done, and we went right on,
making no reference to the persistent
opposition. Our work was to preach the
truth.

From hour to bour those who work to
promulgate the truth must depend on the
blessing which comes from God, and
from God oo1y. And just in proportion as
we have faith and trust in God, we shall
receive blessings in rich abundance. The
blessing of the Holy Spirit will be on the
truth, which is proclaimed in the sight of
the heaveo1y unJverse, and heaven's light
will shine forth to elevate and ennoble.

Many things were said against Mrs.
White during the Adelaide meeting. Soon
after my work there commenced, an ar-
ticle appeared in one of the papers, repre-
senting me as among the greatest fanat-
ics. But these things disturbed me not.
God is our Refuge and Strength. He
teaches us where we may hide from the
strife of tongues; if we will let Him, He
will lead us into His pavilion. Our lives,
hid with Christ in God, will be refreshed
and strengthened.

=======fI1 WhiWhi'ltete1=======
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M y brother, my sister, Jesus is inviting you
to become a branch of the Living Vine.

He is calling upon you to connect with Him,
that in His strength you may do His
Commandments.

Those who hate the Law of Jehovah
reveal that they have carnal minds, which
are not subject to the Law ofGod, neither
indeed can be. This is not for want of
proof, but because of the srubborn resis-
tance of their unbelieving hearts-not
because of ignorance, but because they
have set their feet in the path of transgres-
sion. It is not evidence that they need; for
they have had evidence piled upon evi-
dence, and it has only rendered them
more desperate, abusive, and cruel in
their denunciations. They are determined
not to rum their feet out of the path of sin
into the path of holiness; they will not run
in the way of God's Commandments.
They have cast the Lord's instruction
behind their backs, and they manifest the
attributes of the destroyer. This is the root
and groundwork of all the terrible hatred
against the Law of Jehovah. We have this
hatred to meet, but if we arm ourselves
against our assailants with, "It is written,"
we are in no peril. It was thus that Christ
met the foe, and He says, "Without me ye
can do nothing." John 15:5. We must
have the mind which was in Jesus. Read
what composes the Christian's armor. See
Ephesians 6: ll-18. Take this armor and
put it on, trusting in God to give you the
victory.

When e ori:! Jesus isited our earth,
He brought with Him renovating energy.
He put enmity between the seed of the
woman and the serpent/But there is no
enmity between fallen angels and fallen'
men. 'Both, through apostasy, are evi!;'
and wberever there is evil! with no dispo1
sition to repent, itwill always league wi
Satan against God?Fallen men and fallen
angels unite in a desperate struggle< to
destrol' God's Great Standard of Right-
eousness. There was a bond of sympath
among the angels that Satan succeeded ill
drawing intoIebellion, and he made them'
his allies in the effort to dethrone':G
and to abolish.His Law. Satan's work in
our world today is to destroy '\he moral
image of God in man, by making voidlthe
Divine Law; and our enemies are inspired'
by his spirit By casting aside God's
Great Standard of Character, he can oe-'
prave human nature, and win mea ana
women to his standard; for, "Where no
law is, there is no transgression." Romans
4: 15. With what triumph, then, he watches
the professedly Christian world, as they
earnestly do the very work he is doing.

As God's servants strive to fight
against the enemy ofGod, Christ must be
to each one of them a persona Saviour
Each one must experience His pardoning

grace. The tree of life is a representation
of the preserving care of tii'ist r His
children. As Adam and Eve ate of this
tree, they acknowledged their dependence
upon God. The tree of life possessed the
power to perperuate life, and as long as
they ate of it, they could not die. The lives
of the antediluvians were protracted be-
cause of the life-giving power of this tree,

which was transmitted to them from Adam
and Eve.

the
Source ofour immortality. He is the Tree of
Life, and to all who come toHimHe gives
spiritual life. "Verily, verily,Isay unto you,"
He declared, "Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven; but my Father giveth
you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is he which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.
... I am the bread of life: he that cometh to
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst. ... Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life.... I am the living bread
which came down from heaven: if any man
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I
will give for the life of the world. The Jews
therefore strove among themselves, saying,
How can this man give us his flesh to eat?
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the
Son ofman, and drink his blood, ye have no
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day. Formy flesh
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink
indeed. He that eatethmy flesh, and drinketh
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.... It
is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life." John 6:32-
33,35,47,51-56,63.

Christ also speaks of the relation ex-
isting between Himself and His followers
under the symbol of the vine and its
branches. "I am the true vine," He says,
"and my Father is the husbandman....

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me." Chapter 15: 1,4.
My brother, my sister, Jesus is invit-

ing you to become a branch of the Living
Vme. He is calling upon you to connect
with Him, that in His strength you may do
His Commandments. You have tried to

sever yourself from Him, but you have
not succeeded. God loves you, and would
have you sit at His feet and learn of Him.
His forgiveness, compassion, and long-
suffering are represented to the world in
Christ. If CMSt haa not paid ,the ransom
for our souls, we would not have had a
probation in which to develop characters
of obedience to God's Commandments.
Then do not disappoint Christ by perver-
sity and unbelief. Appreciate God's Gift
to man. Show that you understand what
your probation means. It means life or
death to each one of us. By our daily
conduct we are deciding our eternal des-
tiny.

It is not toil that degrades men, or that
ranks them among the outcasts of society;
it is sin. Adam, pure and innocent and
fresh from the hand ofGod, was given his
work. This work did not degrade him.
While he was engaged in his appointed
work, he never thought of hiding from
God, but responded as soon he heard His
footsteps in the garden, and hastened to
shorten the distance between him and his
Maker. What precious communings he
had with God! But after he sinned, he
feared that every sound was the footstep
of God. He did not want to see God, and
when he heard Him coming, he did not
hasten to meet Him, but hid himself.
"And the LORD God called unto Adam,
and said unto him, Where art thou? And
he said, I heard thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked;
and I hid myself. And he said, Who told
thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat?" Genesis
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3:9-11. This, then, was the reason. He
had broken the command of God; and the
light of righteousness that had encom-
passed him as a gannent had disappeared
leaving him naked", and he was afraid to

Goo. Sin is the only nakedness, life
only degradation, the only dishonor, that
we can know; it is the only thing that will
make us afraid to mee God. After trans-
gressing God's commands, man was ex-
cluded from the tree of life; for by eating
of it, he would only prolong a life of sin.
But Christ has promised, "To him that
overcometh willi give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God." Revelation 2:7. "Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city. n
Chapter 22: 14.

God sent Christ into the world to
redeem men from sin. Shall we not, then,
accept the society of the only begotten
Son of God? The sinner is privileged to
recognize Christ as his Qiv.ine and ador
a JleBrother, ut this relationship cannot
be claimed while he continues to cherish
sin. If you will cast your burden upon
Christ, the Sin-bearer, He will remove
your sins, and irradiate your mind with
thc bright beams of His righteousness.
Then you will no longer look upon the

God's Plan of Rational Remedies
Continued from 23

A False Latter Rain

We are warned that just preceding the
loud cry, a spurious revival promoting
doctrinal error will come in among us:

"It is Satan's object now to get up new
theories to divert the mind from the true
work and genuine message for this time.
He stirs up minds to give false interpreta-
tion of Scripture, a spurious loud cry, that
the real message may not have its effect
when it docs come. This is one of the
greatest evidences that the loud cry will
soon be heard and the earth will be
lightened with the glory of God." Se-
lected Messages, book 3, 410.

Those among us who apostatize will
use hypnotism to mislead others:

"The time has come when even in the
church and in our institutions, some will
depart from the faith, giving heed to seduc-
ing spirits and doctrines of devils....
"Let us bear a plain, clear testimony

right to the point, that hypnotism is being
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requirements of God as briers and thorns
which pierce the flesh. When you con-
sider thoughtfully the Commandments of
God, when you behold God in Jesus
Christ, you will tum from the deceptions
of Satan. You will acknowledge the truth
which sanctifies the receiver, and a mar-
velous change will be wrought in you.
The prejudices and jealousies which have
proved your stumbling block and spoiled
your life will vanish.

Religion does not consist in observing
mere forms. A religion that has been handed
down to us by our teachers, and which we
have received only as a part of our educa-
tion, will not stand against the devices of
Satan. Religion must be conviction, deep
and penetrating, crucifying the flesh. As the
blood circulates through the body in a
vitalizing current, so Christ must be re-
ceived into the heart. What will avail any
soul unless Christ is received into the heart
by faith? Of all who thus receive Him the
Word declares, "To them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name." John 1:12.

The Commandments of God are not
the dry theories and maxims growing on
the trunk of Phariseeism. Every jot and
tittle of the Law of God is a pledge of
perfect rest and assurance in obedience.
If you will obey these Commandments,

used by those who have departed from the
faith, and that we are not to link up with
them. Through those who depart from the
faith, the power of the enemy will be
exercised to lead others astray." Ibid., 411.

In the end-time, apostate Adventists
will use the miracle working power of the
devil to attempt to deceive us with healings
not based on natural law:

"Those who look for miracles as a sign
of divine guidance are in grave danger of
deception. It is stated in the Word that the
enemy will work through his agents who
have departed from the faith, and they will
seemingly workmiracles, even to the bring-
ing down offlre outofheaven in the sight of
men. By means of 'lying wonders' Satan
would deceive, if possible, the very elec!."
Ibid., book 3, 408-409.

We are warned that those who are not
living in harmony with the natural laws of
health refonn will interpret Satan's snares
as being the providence of God:

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom. Those who overcome as Christ
overcame will need to constantly guard

you will find, in every specification, a
most precious promise. Take Jesus as
your Partner. Ask of Him help to keep
God's Law. He will be to you a Safeguard
and Counselor, a Guide that will never
mislead.

There is no safe annor for the Chris-
tian butlruth. This will be our safeguard
in our associations with our fellow men.
Our convictions must be true; our feel-
ings must be true. We need to make sure
that we are on the Lord's side in the
warfare that is going forward on this
earth. Truth must become our personal
property, a part of our individual selves,
if we would fight manfully the good fight
of faith. IfGod's truth is cherished as an
abiding principle, it will keep watch over
our souls, and will send an alann if
danger threatens,'Summoning us to action
against every enemy. ut no power but
truth-steadfast, pure truth-can keep us
loyal to GO<f. The simple truth of God, as
<it is in resus, brought into the practical
life, will elevate and refine; but if it is not
rooted in the heart, we cannot stand against
evil. Thc grace of our Lora Jesus Chris
alone can make us steadfast to true prin-
ciples and keep us so. 0

Review and Herald, January 26, 1897.

themselves against the temptations ofSatan.
The appetite and passions should be re-
stricted and under the control ofenlightened
conscience, that the intellect may be unim-
paired, the perceptive powers clear, so that
the workings of Satan and his snares may
not be interpreted to be the providence of
God." Testimonies, vol. 3,491.
There must be no spiritual stupidity.

We need to keep ourselves clear from all
practices that may be using hypnotism
and/or the electric currents of Satan. Once
we yield ourselves to the methods of
Satan, we are increasingly susceptible to
his power. Only through a knowledge of
and surrender to every truth of God, as
written in Inspiration and in nature, will
we be protected from the miracle-work-
ing power of Satan and his agents. It is
the prayer of this author that each one of
us will be protected from the deceptive
"miracles" of Satan as he works with all
cunning and deceivableness in the area of
health care and false doctrines to bring
Seventh-day Adventists to the test. 0



Just a few lines to say that the Firm
FOl/.l1darioll is just great. Keep up the
good work, for we have not much time
left. I wish I could do more. CL, Ohio

We enjoy getting your magazine. Keep
up the blessed work. We need it. I en-
joyed the dress rcfoml article, even though
I am struggling personally with the prac-
tical how-to's when it is cold, living in the
mountains and not being able to afford to
run out ancl get the warm hose, etc.

CF, Califomia

Recently I attended a camp meeting
where I picked up one of your publica-
t.ions, Our Firm FOlll/datiol/) and aftcr
reading it and being most interested, the
Lord has directed me to forward to you
$150 for the further progress of your
good work. [ have since arranged a sub-
scription locally, and 1 look forward to
receiving it. AL, Australia

Enclosed is $1,000 to aid with over-
seas literature requests. This is a oncc-in-
a-lifetime donation, so although it is rela-
tively small, I am asking the Lord's
blcssing upon it as upon your work.

DM, Florida

Enclosed find a check for $175. $100
is for the gospel ministry here and Over-
seas-whichever needs it most. (Maybe
Lo buy paper to print our message on?)

The Lord is so good to us, and we just
want to share our money with others. Thc
Lord blcss you all. HS, Wisconsin

Please send me the copy of Rome:S'
Challenge and Heralds of Peace and
anything else you have that will explain
how Sunday was instituted for God's true
worship day. DR, North Carolina

I pray that the Lord will bless Our
Firm Foundation where we can still have
a straight truth in the SDA Church. It is
still God's church and will be until ti,e
end. KB. Norlh Carolina

We hope you are beginning this new
year in good spirits. May God's Holy
Spirit be with you as you work to lead
others t.o Jesus. iT, Wisconsin

Thanks for the great work you are
doing in propagating the message of the
eternal kingdom of God. I have just fin-
ished reading your tabloid, Earth's Final
Warning, which I borrowed from a friend,
and I must confess that I have never seen
our messages so precisely and compactly
presented. God bless you.

I will be grateful if you can send me
more of your publications so that I can
share with my friends. Also, I will appre-
cime it if you can send me a sct of the
"Conflict of the Ages" series, as well as
copies of Rome S Challenge, and Heralds
ofPeace.

Our church has no printing press in
this country. Our only source of these
books is through importation, which when
they manage to come ill are particularly
cxpensive due to governmc11l regulations,
as well as foreign exchange bottlenecks.

As it is now, except I get these books
from godly people like you, I mighl.never
read lhcm for the rest of my life, and I am
also speaking for thousands of youth like
me who are burning for Christ.

I am on the staff of onc of the leading
banks in the country, and for the past
three years, I have been the clerk of my
church. AD, Lagos

May I have at least 100 of the tracts of
health information about Pure Air, Sun-
light, Abstemiousness, Rest, Exercise,
Proper Diet, Water, and Trust in Divine
Power?

I was asked to teach the people at our
church this year. I am thc health and
temperance leader. If you also have other
information aboLlt healthful living which
yOLl think I can usc, please send it to mc.

I also study with other people outside
the church. Some people are asking for
Bibles. I do not know if you have some.
May I please have aboul eight Bibles?

May the Lord bless you as you con-
tinue to work for Him. Zimbabwe

We would like to encourage you to
consider making a donatioll toward "Lit-
erature Assistance." Each mouth Hope
Internatiollal sends out several thou-
sand dollars worth offree literature. Yet
we still have requests beyond our capac-
ity to fill. If yOIl have extra Bibles that
are in good conditioll, preferably the
King James Version) we call also use
them for requests such as the one
above. - EOITORS

'Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it." Proverbs 22:6.

"If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that 1 shall
teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore." Psalm 132:12.

Bible passages like the above remind us of the importance of teaching our children the way of the Lord while they are
yet young. That is why Hope International is moving forward with the idea of holding youth meetings at many of Hope's
speaking engagements. We hope and pray that these meetings will encourage our youth to lift up their eyes and behold the
love of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Additional funds will be needed to cover travel and lodging costs. Ifyou are interested in
supporting this project, send your donations to Hope International, marked "Youth Ministry."
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Selected Sermons
1995 Camp Meetings

and Other Selected Presentations
Video and Audio Tapes

Ray DeCarlo Video: $10.00; Audio: $5.00·
Give Glory to Him; The Law and the Sabbath: Meeting
Objections (1 video tape or 2 audio tapes)

Stephen Dickie Video: $12.00; Audio: $10.00
God's Farm; We Still Believe; Faith or Presumption;
Mission Spotlight (1 video tape or 4 audio tapes)

Ron Spear Video: $10.00; Audio: $5.00
1888 Re-Examined; The Sealing (1 video tape or 2 audio
tapes)

Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
Teach Me to Pray; The Cleansing ofthe Sanctuary; Study
the Word (1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)

Ron Goss Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
A Command and a Privilege; The Last Party; Your Day in
Court (1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)

Ralph Larson Video: $12.00; Audio: $10.00
Having These Promises; Highest ofOur High Calling; The
Better Sacrifice; The Atonement (1 video tape or 4 audio
tapes)

Hal Mayer
The Two Mysteries (1 tape)

Video: $8.00; Audio: $5.00

Colin Standish Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
Am I a Legalist?; Go Ye Into All the World; Why Grace Is
Not Enough (1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)

Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
Deception, Deceit, Lies, and Guile; A Form ofGodliness;
Romans 7 and 8 (1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)

Russell Standish Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
Pentecost; The 144,000; Blow the Trumpet in Zion (1 video
tape or 3 audio tapes)

Jeff Pippenger Video: $12.00; Audio: $12.50
Information Overload; The Prophetic Catalyst; The
Impending Sunday Law; Boiling the Frogs; None Shall
Help (1 video tape or 5 audio tapes)

Evan Sadler Video: $10.00; Audio: $5.00
Looking Outward; Religious Liberty (1 video tape or 2
audio tapes)

Vernon Sparks Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
The Hole ofthe Pit Whence Ye Are Digged; The Rock
Whence Ye Are Hewn; Ye That Follow After Righteousness
(1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)
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Video: $11.00; Audio: $7.50
Diminish Not a Word; Religious Liberty; The Temple ofthe
Lord (1 video tape or 3 audio tapes)

Jeff Wehr Video: $13.00; Audio: $12.50
The Holy Spirit, parts 1,2; Danielfor Our Day; The Two
Beasts Clasping Hands; In Defense ofReligious Liberty (1
video tape or 5 audio tapes)

* Audio cassette prices: If you wish to purchase one or
two sermons from a multi-tape set, please add 50 cents
extra per tape.
Please see page 3 for shipping and tax charges.
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